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I I lake Irvine 

T H U M A N P O L L A R D 

Af ter 11 years designing au tomob i les fo r 
Honda in Tor rance , Ca l i f o rn i a , I accepted 
the pos i t ion of chief designer fo r Mazda 
Research and Deve lopment in I rv ine , 
Ca l i f o rn ia . A t m y ex i t in terv iews, each 
manager asked, " A r e you leav ing so you 
can l ive in I rv ine?" Everyone I spoke to 
just assumed that i f I was go ing t o w o r k 
in I rv ine then I was go ing to l ive in I rv ine, 
and to t h em, 1 was go ing to live the 
Amer i can d ream. 

I c o m m u t e d my f i rst year at M a / d a , 40 
miles f r o m my home in Tor rance , and I 
discovered that I rv ine had a deserved 
reputa t ion as an example o f wh i t e f l ight 
f r om I os Angeles. It was popula ted by 
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In between ihe large commercial building on the M l and the high-tech 
athletic center on the right is II f oinoio, a great Italian restaurant, a great 
place to watch people. 

..., home on the earner, across from ?0 acres al Narthwoods 
Park, this is the northernmost orea of Irvine, a refreshing 
mixture of traditional homes interlocked with greenbells, city 
parks, and farmland. 
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bouse 
or pu t t i ng up a 
basketbal l hoop 
over the garage are 
s imply not a l l owed . 
But 1 also discovered that those opposed 
to these restr ic t ions were s imp ly less expe-
rienced in the ways o f p roper ty values. 
The idea o f g iv ing up some ind i v idua l 
freedoms becomes i m p o r t a n t to a c o m m u -
n i t y o f people w h o w a n t con t ro l over the 
sights and sounds o l their ne ighbors. 

i Parte the view Irotn m* j ™ * T ^ Ranch 
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The ci ty o f I rv ine was incorpora ted in 
l L ' 7 l , and w i t h i n its 4 1 . 1 * square miles 
is a variety o f v i l lagel ike commun i t i es , 
each w i t h its o w n dist inct personal i ty . 
Westpark is k n o w n lor its comb ina -
t i on o f r ich landscaping and 
Med i te r ranean arch i tecture. The 
Univers i ty T o w n Center , adjacent to 
the Univers i ty o f Ca l i f o rn i a , offers a 

ncrive academic atmosphere, 
re is even a ne ighborhood that 
rubles (.ape C o d . Some of the 
est residential areas were devel-

oped w i t h smal l , a f fo rd 
able hous ing , and the c i ty 
can st i l l prov ide homes 
that are compet i t i ve w i t h 
the rest o f Orange 
C o u n t y . A t the high end 
is Tu r t l e Rock , a h i l l -
side c o m m u n i t y w i t h a 
m i x t u r e o f single-
fami ly detached and 
at tached houses and 
apar tments designed 
to preserve the natu-
ral te r ra in . 
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S.m Diego Coun t y is the fact tha t C a m p 
Pendleton M a r i n e Base, located r ight 
between L.A. and San D iego , serves as a 
d iv ider , w i t h a few good men keeping 
southern Ca l i f o rn ia f r o m becoming its 
o w n state. If any th i ng happens to the 
base, my fami l y and I may have to go 
far ther south again t o discover the 
Amer ican d ream. 
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There is no th ing abou t I rv ine 
I d o n ' t en joy. A map o f sou th -
ern Ca l i fo rn ia shows that 
I rv ine is advantageously 
Inc i ted between and 
a round three ma jo r free-
ways that f o rm an a r r o w 
p o i n t i ng t o w a r d San D iego . 
Th is may not seem very 
impor tan t un t i l yon consider 
tha t the m ig ra t ion pattern o f 
people leaving l.os Angeles is 
a lways to move ei ther n o r t h 
or south . It is also a popu la r 
belief tha t the on ly t h i ng keep-
ing l.os Angeles and Orange 
i ities f rom jo in ing up u 111I 

On my commute to work, I pass acres of peppers, orange trees, 
and tall rows ol corn, fat the fin "" 
observe the seasons changing thi 
harvesting, this view from Horthwoads L 

•L- t'-H'ftnier marine base utiliiing two 

w — rant, i pu>i mm v« 
and tall rows ol cam. fat the first lime in my life I get to 
observe the seasons changing through the cycles ol planting and 

— " — Mnrihwoods shows the skyline of 
• t u » l " ' ,u„ t j i /nnior marine Base uw" i» 

monument in 1978), on< 

the Irvine Dunne,, » . . - , . 
old blimp hangars built in 1942 (and cW,.3 

"•"** —id fields of peppers in the foreground. 


