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RDA Programs
Fall Into Line

I'he Rice Design Alliance begins its fall 1984
season with the first in a series of five public
lectures called “Architects Speak for
Themselves.” Presented will be Frank
Welch, Barbara Littenberg, Hugh Newell
Jacobsen, and Daniel Solomon. These will
occur on successive Wednesdays between
26 September and 24 October at 8 pum in the
Brown Auditorium of The Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston.

On the last weekend in October RDA will
stage its annual architectural tour. This year
the subject is Executive Suites. Open to the
public will be offices featuring the work of

of Houston's most noted interior

SO
designers. The tour will be on Saturday and
Sunday, 27 and 28 October. A specia

reception will be held on Friday, 26 October
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Alliance at 713/524-6297

Upcoming
Architectural
Exhibitions

Rice University's Farish Gallery w
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Opening the season on 29 August will be
rreat Drawings from the Collection of
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Allen Parkway
Village
Charrette

8 1 an \pril 1984 teams ol student
from Rice University, the Universit
and Texas A&M Universit

hallenging one-day desig:

The design problem was t
and rehabilitate Allen Parkway
1,000-unit, public-housing

SAvL
Village, a
complex slated for demolition by the
Houston Housing Authority. Organized
by Dana Cuff, assistant professor of archi
tecture at Rice, along with historian/critic
Diane Ghirardo of Texas A&M, the polit-
ically provocative design exercise was
intended to aid residents of the beleagured
project in fighting the city housing
authority’s plan to close the village and
relocate its lower-income inhabitants in
new housing (that stands little chance of
being built) or in existing stock far from
the Fourth Ward, the historic black
neighborhood that adjoins the project
The charrette brought together an
unlikely coalition of sponsors and
interested 5, including protessors
ee university architecture

press, the Allen

trom all th

SChoo members ol the

Parkwav \ pe Resider Association
Fourth Ward political activists, the

A1 yertie nion (whicl
representing the residents in a lawsuit
igainst the city), and even the Houstor
Chapter of the AIA, which acted a
COSponsor with the thre schools. Hous

hitectural community, normally
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On 28 July 1984 the Board of Review of
I I 1S I111Sto 1 ommission, n t
ny u mn Inimously voted te
nom te tr 4 block Freedmen's Tow:
Historic District to the National Register
f Historic Places. The proposal was
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n issues of social concern,

wWas given a briet display ol heady activisn

schools acted as guest criti
['he culmination of the Saturday charrette

wWis an evening meeting in the All

Parkway Village

community auditoriun
and an evaluation of the student projects
DY a distinguished jury, consisting o

Houston AIA president Tom McKittrick
Rice architecture dean O. Jack Mitchell
Allen Parkway Residents Association’s
Lenwood Johnson, and (most notably)
Aldo Rossi. Rossi was IMpPresse d with the
architecture of the village, calling for its
preservation, and helped sway the jury in
choosing two student projects which

made minimal improvements in the site
The two first-place

as winners reams

from Rice and the University of H

responded to the award in the

the charrette by donating their smal
ash prizes to the Resid A ia
to a1d therr legal ettorts
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Magnolia Loung:

Historic
Preservation
League

to Restore

Modern
Landmark
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meg' which was the first Internationa

Style building in Texas, will complement

an $18 million project to rehabilitate
Fair Park, sponsored by the Dallas Parks
and Recreation l?-,;mllnu nt., Site of the
annual State Fair of Texas since 1887,
the park was rebuilt in 1936 for the
Centennial ]'.\']H‘\W[llll’l under the direc
tion of Dallas architect George L. Dahl
Its severe, stripped-classical buildings
omprise one of the major concentrations
of modernistic architecture in the United
States

. Dallas (Photo by Peter C. Papademetriou)

According to Virginia McAlester, a men
ber of the league’s board of directors,
Lescaze was selected by the Magnolia
ompany of Dallas to d

lion 10uUSIing

ts corporate pay
I o1 ind child-care
lation of fashion arbiter
Stanlevy Marcus. Mrs. McAlester
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| Frank Lloyd Wright's
Dallas Theater Center
is suffering the effects of
¢ ‘;lu | H-'\‘-\"n‘tf

INhomas-Booziotis and Associates have

r the opening of

in 1959, the lounge
e
Dallas architects

estimated that the building can be restored
for $450,000. The Historic Preservation
League hopes to raise the funds to accom
plish this by 1986, when the Magnolia

Lounge will reopen for the Sesquicenten
nial as a multi-media center of Dallas

history.
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Fall is the best time for
]‘E.IIHIH}_‘ on the Gulf Coast.
We can offer the expertise

and care your special
project H«.“L'\I\. We \\'Ul,li\{
be Plu\\v.\‘ to

portfolio and list of references.
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ILLAGE
ARSITY

SHOP

2515 Times
(Next to Cobler Books)

Open 10-6 529-7778

Real Estate Brokerage

2

River Oaks Bank and Trust Tower
2001 Kirby Drive, Suite 404
Houston, Texas 77019

(713) 524-0393

MICHAUX PROPERTIES

____—_‘_____




