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DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 

The s.ie,.i of Siinms Bayou is approaching 
a happy ending. Since i|K- |s)40s, the 
Corps of Knginccrs, which moves vcr\ 
slowly (ih.nik goodness) h.is had a pro-
ject on the hooks to channelize Siinms 
ll.i)nii in a iOO-font-wide swath — solid, 
straight-across concrete, not just at the 
bottom ot the bavou. l-'ven though it has 
been public knowledge that the bayou 
would be swallowed up in this way, sub-
divisions and commercial buildings had 
gradually built up over time, sometimes 
constructed in the bayou right-of-way. 

Around 1991, bayou neighbors were 
called to action by public bid announce-
ment! tor the concrete job. A lull set of 
working drawings had even been com-
pleted, and public hearing had been held 
over III years before and been forgotten. 
This time neighborhood activist and envi-
ronmentalist Evelyn Mcrz did an amazing 
job of organizing opposition. Through 
the courts, il i i < orps <>i I ngineers was 
breed to study alternatives; the agency 
found none. 

After stalling the 5400 mill ion project 
but tailing to change or cancel it, the 
Mi iv group got the ear ot Houston 
Congressman Mike Andrews, who was 
on the I louse Ways and Means 
Committee. Andrews brought in land-
scape architect Kevin Shanley, who suhsc 
qucmly has spent hundreds ot volunteer 
hours on the Sinuns bayou project. 

Shanley, who had been promoting i 
2IK) \e.ir plan for Houston's bayous, was 
given two weeks to come up with a 
workable alternative. I le admits to 
pulling a rabbit out of a hat. In exercising 
condemnation rights, the Corps of 
Engineers had acqui red an ext ra r ight -o f -
way because many bu i ld ings were con 
denined even if they on ly encroached 
sl ightly. Shanley's idea was t o use the 
who le r igh t -o f -way and make the channel 

i Ii w ider, enabl ing it to ho ld Hood 
waters when necessary. 

Houston 's bayous have always been 
l i t t le more than sewers and s torm dra ins . 
The Corps o f Engineers, and its par tne r 
the Harr is Coun ty f lood1 C o n t r o l D is t r ic t , 
wanted on ly t w o things f r o m the bayous 
— for the water to move as last as possi-
ble, and for it to move in channels that 
were as inexpensive as possible to bu i l d . 
1 he env i ronmenta l is ts , on the other hand , 
have wanted to s low the water d o w n and 
treat these waterways more l ike r ivers, 
leaving them to nature. Shanley was able 
to f ind a compromise so lu t i on . 

Siitins Bayou ol Broadway, laid back to prevent Hooding and allow natural vegetation lo reestablish itself. 

Stmms bayou is 11 miles long, flow-
ing f r o m Rut la lo bayou to M issou r i C i ty . 
A l o ng its banks nat ive Live Oak-, and 
ba ld Cypress trees were clear cut at the 
tu rn-o f - thc i c n u i r v lor f a rm land and rice 
f ields. The trees presently g r o w i n g in the 
f lood p la in have all g r o w n up since the 
subdivis ions were established. Shanley's 
wide-channel proposal necessitated tak ing 
ou t a l l these trees, much to the chagr in 
o l neighbors. 

In the gcomorpho logy of r ivers, flood 
benches are formed natura l l y over t ime as 
flooding per iodical ly occurs. Im i t a t i ng 
nature seemed to be the besi so lu t i on , so 
ar t i f ic ia l benches were proposed w i t h the 
promise that trees w o u l d be added back 
OH the upper terraces. The typ ica l sou th -
ern forest has hOO trees per acre, and that 
\va> the in i t ia l goal . W i t h budget reduc-
t ions , on ly 14 trees per acre are i " tx 
p lanted now, but the possibi l i ty o l sup 
elemental p lan t ing w i l l a lways exist. 

I he banks ot Simnis bayou are being 
laid back, w i t h no concrete, in reaches o l 
about tWO miles each. The f irst reach, 
a round Broadway near H o b b ) A i r p o r i , is 
almost complete. Construction will take 
at least another five to ten years, working 
its way slowly upstream. 

Shanlev is happv with the direction 
that this project has taken. I le says, "I t 
shows that we can work in partnership 
with neighbors and engineers to make 
our bayous living things within the urban 
fabric. There is great possibility for 
1 Illusion's waterways to become ,vi inte-
gral part of our lives." 

The bayou Preservation Association 
has regrouped with a focus on creating 
long-term policy. To participate or receive 
I t in her information, please call 
713.524.6441. 

C A M P V 1 T R U V I U S 

Fort) students representing 27 area high 
schools took part in the first Summer 
Discover} Program for High School 
Students at the College of Architecture, 
University ot 1 louston last year. The stu-
dents were taught by professors from the 
architecture schools of both the 

University of Houston and It ice 
University and In local practicing archi-
tects as well as experts in related fields. 
This five-week introduction to the archi-
tectural profession included field trips, 
college-level studio work, and several 
hands-on design projects. The summer 
session culminated with a show of the 
students' work. A lot of interest (over 
loo applications were received) and posi 
l ive reviews have led the U l I Col lege o f 
Arch i tec ture to of fer th is summer school 
p rog ram again this year. 

T h e 1996 p rog ram benefi ted f r o m an 
unusual ly talented and dedicated g roup 
o f teachers, many o f w h o m w i l l re turn 
t ins year: s tud io cr i t ics Rob C iv i t e l l o , 

University of Houston summer program student in the choir he 
(reeled foi the setoad week project. 

: mi 

Univetsity of Houston students show and tell ol the exhibition 
ol student work ol the end of tbt summer program. 

Nonya Crenadcr , Gabr ie l la Gut ie r rez , 
Car los Jimenez, Donna Kacmar, and 
Dav id Thaddeus; teaching assistants 
Wayne And r i s t , Hec to r Care ia , and N ina 
M u r r c l l ; and guest lecturers Leonard 
bachman , Betty Bol l inger, Joe Co laco , 
Margare t C u l h c r i s o n , Stephen Fox, 
Deborah G r o t f e l d t , Barry Greenlaw, 
N o r a Laos, Paul l .odho l tz , Harry M o o r e , 
Patr ick Peters, Jeff Ryan , Danny Samuels, 
Suzanne Theis, and Dean Bruce Webb. 
M a j o r gi f ts f r o m the L l k m s T rus t , E x x o n , 
the A t r i u m Society o f the Col lege of 
Arch i tec ture , and the Rice Design 
Al l iance were jo ined by con t r i bu t i ons 
f r o m H O K , M o r r i s Arch i tects , W. O . 
Neuhaus, and Xicgler Cooper Archi tects. 
Ind iv idua l scholarships were underwr i t ten 
by the Jun io r League o f H o u s t o n , Inc., 
M r s . Jackson H i n d s , and lose M o l i n a . 

The second annual Summer Discovery 
Program lor I Ugh School Students w i l l 
take place this year f ront June 16 to |u l j 
25 . Students enter ing the I 1th o r 12th 
grades or the first year of college are eh 
giblc to apply. Tu i t i on is H2K.S, inc lud ing 
f ield t r ips and suppl ies. Scholarships are 
avai lab le on the basts o f need 
App l ica t ions must be completed by M a y 
I. [997. Drexel Turner 
lor information, call 713.74 1.4000 

MORE MOORE 

I ast September the Charles W. Moore 
I louse and the Moore/Andersson archi-
tectural offices built in I9N4 in Austin 
were finally put into the hands of the 
Charles W. Moore foundation to be 
opened at a museum. The foundation was 
established alter Moore's death at age 6N 
on December 16, 1993. The generosity of 
Austin residents, particularly M i . .nid 
Mrs. Willard M. Hanzlik; Moore's 
nephews, Lawrence, David, Steven, and 
bruce Wcingartcn; and Arthur W. 
Andersson, Moore's architectural partner, 
helped saved this legacy of late-20th cen 
tury American architecture. Lor almost 
three years, architects. Students, and 
clients have been working to preserve this 
landmark as a memorial to Moore's work 
ami whunsey. 

In Moore's sprawling house his collec-
tions of t ins, books, dolls, masks, draw 
nigs, and architectural models are part of 
the architecture ol Ins lite and his work. 
not mere interior decorations. In the New 
York Times (October 20, 1994), Paul 
Goldberger wrote that the hacienda like 
compound (two houses, two studios) 
"sums up Moore's architectural ideas 
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Ckprlcs Moure House interior, Austin, Teios, 
Nlowe/Andersson Architects, 1984. 

hrilli.inily: it is .1 tins village thai wants to 
be a cathedral. A cluster of small shed 
buildings arranged amund .« courtyard 
containing ,i small swimming pool, u is 
deceptively simple on the outside." Saving 
this remarkable house and its contents 
wil l give the public an American house 
museum equivalent to the John Soane 
Museum in London. 

Significantly, the Weingarten family 
lias also donated the Charles W. Moure 
Archive to the University of Texas at 
Austin. A monumental record of Moore's 
career, this archive consists of 1(10,000 
slides, correspondence, drawings, water-
colors, and manuscripts. Moore's excep-
tional architectural library, also donated 
to the University ol Texas, will remain in 
the house, 

Kevin Keim, director of the founda-
tn ' i i . ^ . i \ s ill,ii ihe house ,il J M>J On.m \ 
Road, Austin, Texas 7870.1 is now open 
by appointment (call 512.477.6660). 
Tours are SIC) per person but free for 
students. 

House ol the Century, An! Form, architects, 1971. 

HOC 25 
To celebrate the House of the Century 
2sih anniversary, a party wil l take place 
at the Mojo lake site in September \fi7, 
I he I UK was designed m ll->~2 by Ant 
Farm architects (Richard Jost, Chip Lord, 
Doug Michels) for Tloustonian Marilyn 
Oshman. An Ant harm press release 
states: "The Brazoria birthday bash will 
be featuring a futuristic cake, ethereal 
lighting with swamp gas, Ant (arm mul-
timedia performance, and a live Mo jo 
music soundscape. hi coordination with 
the live on-site event, an HOC2J design 
exhibit is scheduled to open in Houston 
featuring original HOC! concepts, design 
drawings, 3-D architecture models, and a 
private photographic history of this 
secluded Brazoria County Dreamhouse 
over the past 25 years. H O C 25 Myth 
Management: Curious Relic or Forgotten 
Masterpiecei You decide . . . 
<www.hoc(ri'25.com>." 

( in April 10, 1997, two of the archi-
tects, Jost and Michels, wi l l join owner 
Oshman at the University oi I louston for 
a colloquium on this unusual project. See 
Cite Calendar in this issue (p. 3). 
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THE NATIONAL SOFA (James Allegro ond Doug Michels, architects, 1991) is intended os "on iron of freedom and on interactive 
monument ol the future." The architects would like la see Ihe curved 300-toot morble solo built across (torn the While House. The 
idea is lo be a lining symbol ol American democracy, where cameras locoted throughout Ihe While House could beam live images of 
Ihe First family to a floating screen in Iront ol the National Sola, where American couch potatoes could have Iwo-woy, impromptu 
conversations with the Presidenl. 

G E A R I N G U P 
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When adventure tails, be prepared 
with the finest quality, all-weather gear 

from Wilderness Equipment. 

Our huge selection of equipment, clothing, 
footwear, and guidebooks makes exploring the. 

world easier, and more comfortable than ever. 

From Himalayan trekkers to weekend hikers, we've 
outfitted them all. After 20 years, we know what it—^ 

takes...and we've got it. 

W i l d e r n e s s 
E q u i p m e n t 

1977 West Cray, 522.H1KE 
(River Oaks Shopping Center) 

7538 KM I960 West, -469.7721 

lexas • \ndcrsc 
EJieArchc 

G r e e n w o o d • K i n g 

524-0888 

Carolyn Brewer's 

CT miCITT 
S 6 T T I N G S 

1714 Sunset Boulevard 
Houston, Texas 77005 
713-522-7661 

Clossic Contemporary 
Furniture and Accessories 


