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Cive initiates a new opinion column, HindCite
Contributing the firvst preceis Ann Holmes, Her
ritic Peter B

Houston

recentiy

ject; a response to
4

l1shed assessment

Peter Blake has become the Neil Simon
of architecture panelists. Like the

popular playwright, his one-liners

resonate. They echo down the wine-and
cheese lines at little museum soirées.
(*"Houston looks like the neutron bomb

has hitit" is a recent favorite line,)

A recent article that shows us the best of

Blake, in his fashion, castigating Hous-

ton while ridiculing the idea of the archi-

tecture critic vogue, ricocheted out of the
.

pages of the Apri

Desien

1984 issue of Interior

Blake's piece begins with the ob-
servation that “Houston may not be the
coziest place on the face of the earth; but
if you are interested in current archi
tecture, you need to spend about half an
hour there, once every five years or so,
because Houston, Texas, has a little bit
of everything, and something for

Blake is wrong in not recog-
nizing what is good. He is
right in saying that it is very
late. A great deal of bad
stuff is already irrevocably

in place.

everyone.” He lists a prodigious group
of “designer’” buildings. Is Blake's aerial
act a means of showing the naifs how
architectural criticism should be done?
It's his point that Houston's archi
tectural and planning mistakes have
already been made: " The Houstoniza

tion of Houston is c«
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ing late design of
developer Gerald Hines, that building

and scrutiny dur

escaped being a disaster. The Wortham
T'heater Center by Morris *Aubry
Architects could not avoid vilification
from the press as well as by at least one
member of City Council,
Greanias. And as a result, a few alterations

George

others. The
outstanding
Pennzoil Pl
Post Oak Cen

Towers

ublicBank Center

ransco, Four-Leal

has created an encouraging

atmosphere for brilliant architectural

undertakings here. It's obvious that
Houston's skyline
individualistic

is provocative and
Some critics find that
positive and say so. Why not Blake? Many
a passing horseman knows that it's an
infallible platform gimmick to roast the
host. It assures that you'll be quoted
Blake avoids any real evaluation and

dlll,i}lt'\ the issue by simply listing

quantitatively, Houston's bui
his recent piece

We do know of o

as some of our bui

Beautiful

dings may be in the

r problems

abstract, many turn out to be monu
ments to corporate isolation, the
executive suites so extravagant that the
chiefs won’t let anyone but their peers in
the doors. The walls drop sheer from
those palaces in the sky to the street. At
the base of some there's nary a flower or
a tree for the man on the curb. Nor are
there benches. Certain developers are
outright tree scrooges. Lately, I'm glad
to say, more trees, flowers, and benches
have been appearing.

On the other hand, the tunnels under the
city make up a remarkable but under

utilized network. They were put there,
we are reminded, for the convenience of
the tenants in the building, not for the
public. There are few signs telling the

cold, the sun-struck, the rain-soaked pil

grim how to get to the sanctuary of tl
tunnel. Why? Some business

believe such signs would attrac

undesirab

ton | €, toge
) es
|
ence (
dew
! t
L& (
( D
( t H
!
€
1 £ L i.".“ ) L (
a » Bay Fede
Build Street ens | 12
! A
Y| ountail S S
1 nty 4 1 i1 !
P onnson and the 1oux 1
iration tor the a t eD {
t e Ut VEersity 'T ton
I'h ole city has 0 endure the
el bad desig desig I
ghton by clic 10 si.nply slip the
| Cro quipped or not
edit to the oy r or to the city
Houst not necessariv any wors
than some other cities about that. But

we have already lived to
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ral choices hardly made

resulting in copycat or inept

They lessen the «;Ll.ll‘i‘. of our

lives visibly. So. do not ask for whom

those doleful critical bells are tolling
They're¢

Peter Blake is gleefully pu

tolling for us, and in this case,

ling the cords.m



