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THE ERFFWAY IN AMERICA 

September 1.1 t h rough October I 1 
Univers i ty o f H o u s t o n Gera ld D. Mines 
l ollege n l Ar t l i i tectnre I 1i lure I heater. 
713 .348 .4876 

Th is lecture series w i l l examine the U.S. 
interstate h ighway system and how it has 
changed the Amer ican landscape and 
l i festyle. A sympos ium co-sponsored by 
the Univers i ty of Hous ton Gera ld I ) . 
I l ines Col lege of Arch i tec ture w i t h sup-
po r t f r o m the G r a h a m f o u n d a t i o n w i l l 
f o l l ow the lecture series on Oc tobe r 14. 

Wednesday, September 13, 7:10 p .m. 
K A R A I . A N N M A R L I N G , professor o f 
\ i l I Iist<ir\ and Amer ican Studies, 

Univers i ty of M inneso ta , w i l l speak on 
"Speed: Accelerat ion and Amer ican 
Cu l tu re 111 the I'.poch of the Freeway, " 

Wednesday, September 20, 7 :^0 p .m. 
R O B F R T I - I S I I M A N , professor o f 
I l istory. Faculty of Ar ts and Sciences, 
Rutgers University, w i l l speak on "Paths o f 
Power: H o w the Freeway Re-CConstituted 
the Uni ted States." 

Wednesday, September 27 , 7:30 p .m. 
J O N A T H A N G1FFORD, professor, 
Depar tmen t o f Publ ic a n d In te rna t i ona l 
A f fa i r s , George M a s o n Un ivers i ty , w i l l 
speak o n " O t h e r C r i t e r i a : A Revis ionist 
A p p r o a c h t o Urban Expressway 
P lann ing Des ign . " 

Wednesday, Oc tober 4 , 7:10 p.m. 
I- l l D I M I N D B F R C . assistant professor, 
A. A l l i ed T.u ihman College of Architecture 
and Urban P lann ing , Univers i ty o f 
M i c h i g a n , w i l l speak on " T h e Freeway 
Ar t i s i i ca lh I ons idered . " 

Friday, Oc tober 13, 7 :30 p .m. 
BRUCE SIT.l.Y, professor o f history, 
M ich igan Technological University, w i l l 
speak tin " t he f reeway as a Series of 
Invent ions." This lecture w i l l be held in 
Duncan Ha l l , Rice University. 

I FIRESIDE THAT 

October , date and locat ion to be 
announced. 
713.348.4876. 

The Rice Design Al l iance regular ly 
presents i n fo rma l discussions o l issues 
concern ing the qua l i t y of l ife and the 
bui l t env i ronment in H o u s t o n . In 
October , the topic w i l l be the M a i n Street 
cor r idor ; A panel discussion w i l l be held 
featur ing key players in the development 
o l M.ikine, M a i n Street Happen. 
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FROM ABOVE: PHOTOGRAPHS Of HOUSTON 
BY ALUS. MACLEAN 
September 8 th rough January 7, 2(H) I 
The M e n i l Co l lec ion 
1515 Sul Ross 
7 1 3 . 5 2 5 . 9 4 0 0 

Shoot ing pictures f r o m the vantage o f 
his single-engine Cessna ai rp lane, A lex S. 
MacLea n has created an unusual v is ion o f 
Amer ica f rom the air. Last year he took to 
the skies above I louston at the behest o l 
the R D A , produc ing the images seen in 
this issue o f Cite and the ones that w i l l 
l ie on exh ib i t at The M e n i l Co l lec t i on . 
M i . I e,ui's pii tures .in- dist incl f r om tr.i 
d i i io i i . i l aerial photographs , bo th in their 
art istry and in their concern w i t h small 
, l i 1.ids .is u> II .is l.ni'i • ivi r\ lews, 

UNIVERSITY Df HOUSTON 
f.FBAIn rt HINFs COIIFfiF OF ARfHITFfTllRF 
LECTURE SERIES 
A l l lectures are held in the Col lege o l 
Arch i tec ture Lecture Theater. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , please cal l 7 1 3 . 7 4 3 . 2 4 0 0 . 

Tuesday, September 19, 6:30 p .m. 
Painter R A C K S T R A W D O W N E S w i l l 
speak on "Percept ions and D is to r t i ons of 
Real i ty in Perspective D r a w i n g and 
Pa in t i ng . " Downes w o r k s in Galveston 
and N e w Y o r k , and his paint ings invest i -
gate arch i tectura l realit ies and i l lusions. 
Th is lecture is presented in coopera t ion 
w i t h Gael Stack o f the Univers i ty o f 
I lous ton Ar t Depar tment , Brazos 
l'» 11 ikstore, and the Texas Gal lery. 

l a t e September, <s;}0 p.m. 
R O G E R R1FWF, p r inc ipa l , RieglerRiewe 
of G r a / , Aus t r ia , speaks on " C o n d i t i o n e d 
Openness C o n t i n u e d . " The w ide range 
o f RieglerRtewe's w o r k includes ra i lway 
stat ions, apar tment bu i ld ings , the 
Graz A i r p o r t , and the I n f o r m a t i o n 
Techno logy and Flectr ical Fng ineer ing 
Bui ld ings o f the Technical Univers i ty 
Graz . Riewe also teaches at the E S A R Q 
[UK 1111 Barcelona. I Ins lecture is 
co-sponsored by the I louors Studio o l 
the Col lege o f Arch i tec tu re . 

Tuesday, Oc tober ?, ?:oo or 6 :30 p .m. 
A U M R I O PI R I . / . - G O M i : / . an architec-
tura l h is tor ian and theorist at Mont rea l 's 
Mag i l l Universi ty, and author of Polyphilo 
or The Dark horcsl Reristal, w i l l speak. 

Tuesday, Oc tobe r 24 o r 3 1, 6: \o p .m. 
['.I I U N A G O l 1 / speaks , , , , " . A R I l t : 
W o r k . " Goetz is a par tner in the 
Viennese arch i tec tura l s tud io A R T E C . 
The i r bui l t w o r k , w h i c h includes hous ing , 
of f ices, and. ins t i tu t iona l pro jects, reflect 
innovat ive arch i tec tura l invest igat ions in 
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theory and pract ice. This lecture is 
co-sponsored by the Aust r ian C u l t u r a l 
Ins t i tu te , N e w York . 

Tuesday, November 14, 6:30 p.m. 
R A M F . S H K U M A R BISWAS, an architect 
and cr i t ic l i v ing and w o r k i n g in Vienna, 
speaks on " M l : V I , " Biswas was 
cu ra to r of Visionaries in Exile, and put 
together the exh ib i t Innovative Austrian 
Architecture. Th is lecture is sponsored 
In the Aust r ian C u l t u r a l Ins i in i te , 
N e w York . 

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
fiEBALB P. NINES ffiUFCF OF ARCHITECTURE 

IXHLB1I5. 
Al l exh ib i ts presented in the College o l 
Arch i tec ture Gal lery, except where no ted . 
For more i n f o r m a t i o n , please call 
713 .743 .2400 . 

Through fall 
la Petite Maison de Weekend, art 
ins ta l la t ion o f a "se l f -su f f i c ien t " ou tdoo r 
l i v ing modu le by Fatkau Archi tects, 
Vancouver, on the southwest lawn of the 
Arch i tec ture bu i l d ing w i l l be on display 
th rough the fa l l . The name of the exh ib i t 
is a play on l.e Corbusier 's weekend 
retreat on the outsk i r ts o f Paris. 

August 16-September ^o 
fohn Clageti — ('.aural European 
HiWhiiie icclesiastical Architecture, a 
pho tog raphy exh ib i t , w i l l be on display 
in the Col lege of Archi tecture Archives. 

September 5-15 
Mexico City and Preservation, d raw ings 
and pho tos d o c u m e n t i n g the student 
w o r k o f Barry M o o r e ' s H is to r i c 
Preservat ion Studio .11 the C ollege o l 
A rch i tec tu re . 

September-early Oc tober 
John Zemanek — House in Progress, a 
d o c u m e n t a t i on o l a w o r k in progress 
f r o m concept to b u i l d i n g , w i l l be on 
disp lay in the ("ollege o f Arch i tec tu re 
Arch ives . 

Oc tobe r 22 -November 4 
Robert Lwdsey — New Work, d rawings 
and waterco lo rs , w i l l be on display 111 the 
Col lege o f Arch i tecture Archives. 

Oc tobe r 22 -Novemher 19 
A D : ; ; — Innovative Austrian 
Architecture, a show featur ing young 
Aust r ian avant-garde architects and thei r 
recent w o r k . 
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THK IMPENETRABLE BECK 
Pares el-Dahdah admires Poppea's allur-
im: veils ami likens tin m to the Andre) 
Jones Beck's building's taut stone skin. 
| "SliedJinn l ight on the Beck," Cite 47. | 
But unlike the mythical visage, our new 
addition to the Museum of Erne Arts, 
I louston has at least two facades rhar arc 
poignantly inhospitable. Pity the poor 
pedestrians who must traverse the Fannin 
Street ami Ewing Street sides or' the build-
ing during August. They have nothing to 
enjoy hut flat limestone, service doors, 
and reflected heat. To assert that this is an 
exploration of "opacity versus transparen-
cy" gives loo much credit to an unfoltU 
nate design decision. A lew more openings 
might have done wonders lor the interior 
too. The need for visual relief inside the 
building is illustrated by the museum's 
docenls when I hey march visitors up to 
one ol the building's two windows ami 
sternly proclaim the view to be "one of 
the most splendid vistas in I ioustou." 

Even as the building turns its back on 
neighborhoods to the south and east, its 
other laces present .1 grim anonymity 10 
the rest of the community. They tell us 
almost nothing about the public nature of 

the building or what goes on inside it. 
Instead, we are left with the impression 
that this is an exclusive club for wealthy 
patrons who arrive by limousine, protected 
from observation in the expansive but 
tunnel-like porte cochere. Along Main 
Street human scale is only established by 
a string of elevated banners announcing 
exhibitions. Paradoxically, these banners 
can only be read from the sidewalk 
beside the Caroline Wiess I aw Building. 
With similar irony, the canopy on Binz 
reaches out to the street, but one cannot 
walk from the street to the door there. 

The Beck looms over its more mod-
estly scaled neighbors, lake the oversized 
theme homes that are popping up in 
River Oaks, West University, and the 
I [eights, it takes on a grandiose monu-
mentality that is out of character with its 
context. Its relation to the street is remi-
niscent ol a huge department store. Gold-
trimmed display cases and country club-
like floral arrangements at the top ol the 
escalator heighten this effect on the interi-
or. One can't avoid imagining that there 
are discretely hidden price tags attached 
to every article on the gallery level just as 
there are in the glittery shopping arcade 

insra 

at the addition's main entrance. Like all 
the introverted buildings along the free-
way and downtown, tins building is not 
responsive to the civic realm. It could 
have been built anywhere. 

I In lit 11, addition cleai I5 isn'l th< 
Kimball or The Menil Collection. It is big-
ger, though, and to paraphrase the archi-
tect of the Soviet empire, "size has its own 
quality." This attitude linds its most obvi-
ous manifestation in the Beck's atrium, 
the scale of which overwhelms even the 
Roman ruler who seems to he holding 
court there, just in front ot the phalanx of 
limestone veneered anti-shoplifting gates. 
It is not clear how this space carries "the 
substance ol the architecture." 

In a citv where the construction of 

another adult megaplcx would probably 
go unnoticed, it may seem irrational to 
lament the Beck's quiet imperfections. 
But if architecture of this ambition 
escapes serious scrutiny, then what right 
do we have to complain about the 
urbanistic impact ol Perry Homes' town-
houses or Sam's Club parking lots? In a 
city that is desperately in need ol better 
architecture, criticisms should not be 
veiled. It's important to be polite, but 
sometimes it is even more important to 
point out when the emperor's clothes 
aren't all they are said to be. 

Thomas M. Colbert 
Associate Professor 
Gerald D. I lines College of Architecture, 
University of 1 louston 
Houston 

Have a criticism, comment, or response 
to something you've seen in (liter If so, 
the editors would like to hear from you. 
Yon aw mail your comments to Letters 
to the Editor, Cite, 19- i West Cray, Suite 
1, Houston, Texjs - T O / 9 : fix them to 
~i ) - j2j- jSSi; or e-mail them to 
CitemaiV9ruf.rice.edu, 

H o w c a n w e f i n d t h e b e s t o f f i c e f u r n i t u r e a n d i n t e r i o r s o l u t i o n s f o r o u r c l i e n t s ? 

T h i n k . . . T h e O . F . I . S . 
C a l l 7 1 3 . 6 2 9 . 5 5 9 9 for t h e a n s w e r 

S a y " T h e O f f i c e " for y o u r 
O f f i c e F u r n i t u r e a n d In te r io r S o l u t i o n s 
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