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RDA Membership Meeting Has the Power 

Button Anieliu, Valerie Buijuyony, and Ctilyn Minn nl Fresh FOIUIH 3. 

Fresh Forum 3 at Kirksey 

RI>A Partners held its third annual Fresh horum event .it Kirksey this year, featur-
ing the work of 14 artists. Valerie Bugayong and her committee of volunteers made 
over the Kirksey space in order to house fresh works, among them furniture, painting, 
textiles, installation, photography, jewelry, and architecture. More than 200 people 
.11 tended the party. Drinks were sponsored by RU Vodka and Parrida Tequila, and 
provided by Texas Monthly. 
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RDA Members Visit Charleston 

In June, 30 RDA members journeyed to 
Charleston, South Carolina, for a four-day 
tour of the historic city, led by architec-
tural historian Stephen Fox and tour direc-
tor Lynn Kelly, the trip offered an in-depth 
look into Charleston's rich historic past, 
its architectural landmarks, and, of course, 
its remarkable cuisine. 

Former Fioustouians I'ai ami Boh 
Priolcau welcomed the group to the 
"Holy City" with a reception in their 
historic home on the Battery. Friday gave 
an introduction to the landscape, with 
tours of Drayton Hall and Middleton 
Place Gardens, both former plant.itinn-, 
along the Ashley River. The day ended 
with a reception and private tour of 
the Roper House, the first house to be 

built on the Battery, landscape architect 
Amanda Barton Graham highlighted 
Charleston's unique garden traditions, 
and Dewey Ervin, a Rice graduate student 
and Charleston tour guide, led Saturday's 
walking tour, providing insight into 
the perspective and scale of the Grand 
Modell—the original town plan—and the 
remarkable heritage of architecture left for 
the enjoyment of future generations. 

The pineapple is a symbol of hospital-
ity, ,\\n\ Charleston has adopted that sym-
bol as its own. RDA was welcomed every-
where with gracious Southern charm. 

No RDA tour would be complete 
without extensive study of local cuisine, 
and Charleston offered many opportuni-
ties for enjoyment! Can you say grits? 

The 200ft Rice Design Alliance annual 
membership meeting was held Thursday, 
June I, in the lobby of the Cewerl'oint 
Energy Tower downtown. The evening 
began with a reception catered by the 
Post Oak Gri l l and |.izz music per-
formed by Sea Breeze. Outgoing RDA 
president Barbara Amelio, principal at 
Debner+Company, addressed the crowd of 
RDA members, recognizing the volunteers 
and programs that had made the previous 
year such a success. 

RDA past president and nominating 
committee chair Larry lander, principal 
of I'DR, called the roll of outgoing board 
members, returning hoard members, 
and a class of new board members, all 
of whom were elected by the member-
ship. New officers for the 2006-2007 
year also were elected, and include 
David T George, Director of Corporate 
Real F.state and Facilities Management. 
CenterPoint Energy, Inc.; President -
Fleet Nonya Grenader, Principal, Nonya 
Grenader, Architect, and Professor in 
Practice and Associate Director, Rice 
Building Workshop, Rice University; 
Vice President Lynn M. Herbert, Adjunct 
Curator, t ontemporary Arts Museum; 
Treasurer Stewart O. Robinson, President, 
Conine ifc Robinson; and Secretary 
David Spaw, Chief Executive Olticer. 
SpawMaxwell Co. 

After the business meeting, RDA 
members were treated to tours of some 

of the most well-appointed offices in 
the bui lding, including the CenterPoint 
Energy executive floor, designed by 
Lehman-Smith Mcleish; Ak in Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP, designed 
by Gensler; Howrey, LLP, designed by 
Lehman-Smith Mcleish; and Watkins, 
Hamil ton 6c Ross, Architects, designed 
by W H R , Architects. 

CenterPoint Energy Tower was 
originally designed as the 1 100 Mi lam 
Building in 197.1 by JV II] (a joint 
venture of Koetter, Tharp tfc Cowel l , 
Caudill Rowlett Scott, and Neuhaus & 
Taylor). The building was developed by 
Tcnncco and the Prudential Insurance 
Company of America and built at the 
same time as the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
and the Regency Parking Garage. In the 
mid-1990s, Houston Industries (now 
known as CenterPoint Energy) commis-
sioned DMJM Ki .nine, lo redesign the 
exterior of the building. 

The stunning makeover included 
post-modern granite panels at the base 
of the building and a six-story top 
hat perched on the building's summit. 
Many local firms participated in the 
reconstruction project, including l imes, 
Kendall 1 leaton & Associates, Zeiglcr 
Cooper Architects, Miner Dedenck 
Construction, Tellepsen Construction] 
and Brochstetns. Fhe I Wh RDA gala 
was held in the building upon comple-
tion of the renovation. 

2006 Initiatives for Houston Grants Winners Chosen 

Two assistant professors at the University 
of Houston's Gerald D. I lines College of 
Architecture and three Rice University 
undergraduates were the winners of this 
year's Initiatives for Houston grants. This 
Rice Design Alliance grants program 
is tor students and faculty of the Rice 
University School of Architecture, the 
University of I lousrorj's Gerald D. Hines 
College of Architecture, and Prairie View 
A & M University, and supports projects 
that focus on Houston's built environ-
ment, its history, present condition, and 
future development. The proposals were 
evaluated in terms of their potential lor 
making a significant contribution to our 
understanding of the city. 

The Rice undergraduates' project, 
titled "Urban Ecology of I louston," was 
awarded $2,000. The students—Jean 
Daly, (Catherine Dankberg, and Benjamin 
Regnier—proposed identifying and index-
ing existing ad hoc urbanisms in order to 
assemble a "tool box" for the creation of 
an urban ecology of competing identifies. 

then projecting a strategy for identifying 
the Pierce Elevated area of Houston. 

Donna Kacmar, an assist.nil profes-
sor at the Gerald D. Hines College of 
Architecture, received a grant of $ 3,000 
for "Accommodation in Houston: beer, 
Burgers, and Harbacoa." Kacmar wi l l 
study Houston's version of public accom-
modation through several non-traditional 
ritual sites, such as ice houses, burger 
joints, and taco stands. 

Thomas M. Colbert, an associ-
ate professor at the Gerald D. l imes 
College of Architecture, received a grant 
of $.S,000 lor "Documentation and 
An.ih sis nl Prison Architecture In and 
Around Houston." Colbert proposes 
an investigation of Texas Department 
ot ( riminal Justice facilities in order 
to develop a clear picture of these 
facilities, the architectural differences 
between them, the ways that these places 
can be understood as architecture, and 
the role ol the design prnh-ssioii.il in 
shaping them. 


