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On lebruary 19, the University of 
li'x.is I louston I Icalth Science 
Center (UT1II 1st) announced 

th.it I'atkau Architects of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, were winners of a lim-
ited architectural competition for the 
design of a new School of Nursing and 
Biomedical Sciences Building in the 1'exas 
Medical ("enter. This marks the first time 
the I T system has used an invited com-
petition to select .in architect. Rives 
Taylor, campus architect for H I 1II 1st , 
and Brian Yeoman, associate vice presi-
dent ol support services, initiated the idea 
ol the competition. Lawrence W. Speck, 
dean of architecture at the University of 
Texas, Austin, served as the competition 
adviser and recommended the s i \ firms 
invited to participate. I he entries, 
exhibited in Austin at the School o l 
Architecture's Mcbanc (i.tllcry in April 
and May, were submitted by the winners, 
I'atkau Architects; l.ake/l'lato Architects 
of San Antonio; Steven I loll Architects 
of New York; Rodolfo Machado/Jorge 
Silvetti ni Boston; l.dler de Enrique 
Norten y Asociados of Mexico I m ; 
and Tod Williams Hi 11 it? Tsien &; 
Associates of New York. 

Jurors for the competition were Dr. 
James Broaddus, director ol facilities, 
planning, and construction at the 
University of Texas, Austin; Carolyn 
(Irani lay of Houston; Harrison I'raker, 
dean ol the College of Environmental 
Design, University of California, 
Berkeley; Richard Ingersoll, associate 
professor of architecture at Rice 

I Diversity and editoi ol Design Book 
Rcririr; Donna Robertson, dean of the 
College of Architecture, Illinois Institute 
of Technology, Chicago; Donald L. Stull, 
architect, of Boston; and Cynthia Wccse, 
dean of the School of Architecture, 
Washington University, St. l.ouis. 

I he School of Nursing presently 
occupies remodeled space in the former 
Prudential Building (Kenneth Iranzhcim, 
1952) on Holcombe Boulevard, now part 
of the M. D. Anderson Cancer Center. 
Despite its architectural and historical 
importance, M . D. Anderson is consider-
ing demolition ot the Prudential Building, 
perhaps within the next ten years, which 
wil l require relocation of the school. 
Also, during an m-house planning effort 
in 1993-94, the University of Texas 
determined that the nursing school need-
ed updated facilities. The site chosen for 
the new building is on a prominent cor-
ner owned by the Texas Medical Center 
between I lolcombe Boulevard and 
Bertner Avenue adjacent to the UT 
School of Public Health (MacKie & 
Kamrath, ca. 1978). The two-story build-
ing now on this long narrow sliver of 
land wil l be demolished. To the east of 
the site is Grant-Hay Park, a landscaped 
area with old trees facing (lolcombe, 
which is all that remains of Crantlaiuls, 
the childhood country home of juror 
Carolyn Gram bay. 

The six competing architects were 
given an extremely detailed brief for a 
ten-story building to housi the School of 
Nursing, the School of Allied I Icalth 

School of Nuning ond Bionwdiiol Sciences 
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Stephen Fox 

Sciences, and the Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences as well as a com-
mons for UT! II ISC. Architects were 
instructed to include unprograitiincd shell 
space for future expansion and were 
encouraged to propose sustainable design 
approaches to make the building energy 
efficient and environmentally responsive. 

I he I'atkau design [like those submit-
ted by l.ake/l'lato, Machado/Silvetti, and 
Tl-'N y Asociados) fills the entire building 
site. I'atkau proposed a len-story build-
ing, faceted in plan at its narrow north 
and south ends, giving the tall slender 
building a prowlike leading edge at the 
I lokombe-Bertner comer. Interior courts 
are opened up inside the building, rising 
through floors one through four and 
floors six through ten. These provide 
occupants of the upper floors with easy 
access to the outdoors. A massive tank 
on the ninth floor is for the storage and 
distribution of grey water [untreated rain 
water utilized for toilets ,\\M\ other non-
consumption purposes). I'he long east 
and west walls of the building are faced 
with closely spaced horizontal louvers. 
large-scale cutouts penetrate the lou-
vend screen walls. Atop the building are 
ranks of south-facing solar panels. 
Patkau's model, with its emphasis on slat-
ted louvers, has already prompted a nick-
name for the new building: the Popsicle-
stick building 

Lake/Flato were the only competitors 
to propose a detailed landscape plan for 
the space between the new Nursing 
School Building and the exiting School 
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nt Public Hea l th . The i r design reads 
architecturally as two buildings. TEN j 
Asociados also split the bu i l d ing in t w o , 
t reat ing the components as parallel slabs 
(rather than side-by-side, as Lake/F la to 
did) separated by a central cour t . 

Machado/S i lve t t i emphasized the slab-
l ike nature of the bu i l d ing by con t ras t ing 
small-scaled w i n d o w s w i t h much larger 
penetrat ions and g iv ing it a pronounced 
d i rec t ional thrust w i t h a pedestr ian 
bridge spanning I l o l combc (called (or in 
the p ro g ram, but not inc luded by other 
compet i to rs ) . The t w o N e w York c o m -
pet i tors proposed bu i ld ings tal ler than 
ten stories. W i l l i ams Isicn c\ Associates 
designed a 16-story tower to minimize 
the impact of the building on its small 
p lo t . Steven Ho l l ' s submission was the 
most unconven t iona l . He juxtaposed pro-
gram spaces con f igured as I somorph i c 
blobs w i t h a rect i l inear, cagelike tower 
con ta in ing the b lobs. 

The Univers i ty o f Texas-Hous ton 
I [catch Science Center must n o w raise 
app rox ima te l y $611,1)00,000 to clear the 
sin- and construct the new bu i ld ing . The 
archi tects, a long w i t h local associate 
architects and other consul tants, st i l l 
have considerable design w o r k to do . 
Cer ta in elements o l the compe t i t i on , 
especiall) the env i ronmenta l parapherna-
lia (encouraged by the universi ty but 
scarcely addressed in its otherwise 
extremely precise and prescr ipt ive p ro -
g ram) , m a ; we l l prove vulnerable to the 
value engineer ing that w i l l ensue as 
design development goes f o r w a r d . 

I >espitc uncertainty, i lu n i m i isitv \ 
decision to stage an arch i tectura l compe-
t i t i on has proved reward ing . It has 
enabled the univers i ty adm in i s t r a t i on , 
faculty, and stal l to see h o w its p rog ram-
ming can be var iously interpreted by d i f -
ferent archi tects, and it has given the un i -
versity the courage to hire out-of-state 
architects of except iona l design abi l i ty , 
p romis ing the Texas Med ica l Center a 
cal iber o f archi tecture that has been t o o 
rare in its 50-year history. • 

El Portal: Laredo/Nuevo Laredo 
City Embraced by Two Countries 

I 
El Portal: laredo/Nupvo Laitdo Internalional Budge, winning competition proposal, 
Rebecca Angus ond Stephanie Jackson 

The I ity of I a redo awarded f i rs t 
prize to Rebecca Angus and 
Stephanie Jackson, architects from 

East b rcmant lc , W. A . , Aus t ra l ia , in an 
open compe t i t i on for an urban design pro-
posal to reconf igure the approach to the 
Bridge o f the Americas, the d o w n t o w n 
pedestr ian and vehicular br idge l i n k i n g 
I a redo, Texas and Nuevo Laredo, 
Tamaul ipas , M e x i c o . The compe t i t i on 
results were announced on \ p n l I'*, l ' * ^ - , ! i is i p l .u i - went to M o n i c a C . R o k i c k i 

Second place in the com-
pet i t ion was awarded to 
Longoria/Peters <>t 1 louston 
and th i rd place to the ream 
Ol < harles A. Y o r k , Odc l l 
T h o m p s o n , and Sharon 
Fleming o f Aus t in . Honor -
able ment ions were awarded 
to Kimber ley and Richard 
M i l l e r o f Phi ladelphia; 
Steven k. t j uevedo of 
Dal las; the team o f M a r i a 
I tigema Ca lde ron , Dav id 

Ciraeber, Carlos Me j ia , and O v i d i o 
( ava/os o l 1 aredo and \ i i s t i n ; the- team 
o f Gevork H a r t o o n i a n . Bernardo Gogna , 
Lisa C h u , Shaowen Wang , and Kafaela 
Bor tu luzz i o f New York ; and the team 
of Ign.K in Qutnonez Pena, Juan A n t o n i o 
M e d i n a . A le jandro Qu inonez , and 
F lorent ino Med ina of N u e v o Laredo. 

A separate sel ot commenda t i ons was 
awarded in the s tudent - in tern category. 

in I aredo, and al l compe t i t i on entries — 
33 f r o m architects in the U.S., M e x i c o , 
France, Aus t ra l ia , Egypt , and I taly, and 
28 from students and interns — w e r e 
exh ib i ted at the Laredo Center for the 
\ i is m in i M a ; I I. 

The compe t i t i on p rog ram cal led for a 
ceremonia l entrance on the Laredo side o l 
the br idge. Compe t i t o rs had to w o r k w i t h 
a constr ic ted urban site abut ted by proper-
ties that the C i ty o l Laredo does not con-
t ro l and con fus ing t raf f ic patterns that 
b r ing large numbers o f pedestrians in to 
con f l i c t w i t h heavy vehicular t ra f f ic . T h e 
Angus-Jackson design used the sire's 
d o w n w a r d slope t o w a r d the bank o f the 
Rio Grande to route pedestrian t raf f ic 
underneath the street, wh i ch is used by 
i ncoming vehicles, and th rough a land-
scaped, amphi theater l i ke terraced park at 
the r iver 's edge. Pedestrians can either fo l -
l ow a ramp up to the bridge leading to 
Nuevo Laredo or c l imb to a v iew ing 
p la t f o rm on the Laredo side o f the 
Rio Grande. 

and M a r i o A . Reyes t i l the Univers i ty 
ot I l ous ton ; second place to D a v i d 
W i l l i amson o l the Univers i ty o l Texas, 
A r l i n g t o n ; and th i rd place to the team of 
A l lan Henderson , Benjamin Jennings, Ian 
Venegas, F d m u n d o Palacios, and Car los 
Nunez ot bal l State Un ivers i t ; and the 
Lnstituto Tecnologico vie Estudios 
Superiores de Monter rey , l i v e honorab le 
ment ions were' also given in the student-
intern category. 

Jurors for the compe t i t i on were the 
architect A b r a h am Zah ludovsky , M e x i c o 
C i t y ; archi tect , theor is t , and teacher 
L i v io D i m i t r i u o f the USA Inst i tu te , New-
York ; Joseph Rosa, chief cu ra to r o f the 
Na t i ona l Bu i ld ing M u s e u m , Wash ing ton , 
D.C.; I aredo ( it) ( ounc i l member 
Consuc lo M o n t a l v o ; Laredo art co l lector 
Rosi de A n d a ; and I aredo businessman 
I v a n Q u i r u s . Laredo m a y o r Saul Ramirez 
said that fund ing to develop the urban 
design plan cou ld come f r o m federal 
sources earmarked for d o w n t o w n revi ta l 
i /a t ion . Webb Coun ty ludgc M e r c u n o 

Mar t i nez pledged the l ina i i 
trial suppor t ot the c o u n t ; to 
ensure cons t ruc t ion o l the 
improvements . 

The compe t i t i on was co-
sponsored by a host ot 
I aredo institutions. 
Professional advisers w e n 

Laredo architects Vlviana 
I rank ami 1 rank Rotnofsky. 
si m 
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