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RETURN TO ALLEN 
PARKWAY VILLAGE 

A magnificent skyline view hasn't made critics any happier about the 
suburban appearance of the new housing units at Allen Parkway Village 

For ;i place that bas generated so much 
controversy over the last few decades, 
A l len Parkway Vil lage received supris-

ingly l i t t le at tent ion in November w h e n , 
after months of delay, it welcomed its first 
new residents in almost tour years. There 
was a smal l art icle in the Chronicle, a t iny 
comment on television, a brief ment ion on 
the rad m d that was it. 

o t course, by this t ime it's l ikely that 
many I Imistonians are weary of hearing 
about the 1942-era housing project and its 
var ious woes. Since the late 1970s, when 
the city off icials first began t ry ing to 
empty and sell o f f the proper ty on Al len 
Parkway near d o w n t o w n , th rough the 
I'JNOs. as tenants (might the city on rede-
velopment , and in to the 1990s, as the 
housing project was empt ied anyway and 
a bargain struck to retain a th i rd o f its his-
tor ic units wh i le demol ish ing the rest, 
Al len Parkway Vi l lage has been a tho rn in 
[In- Mill " I I louston's sense of itself, fo 
some, it was an area o f b l ight that needed 
to be cleared away for the city ro move 
into the fu ture; to others, it was a 
reminder o f a heritage that needed to be 
saved so the city wou ldn ' t lose an impor-
tant connect ion to its past, 

So when the f irst g roup of tenants 
began unpack ing their boxes in the 
renamed His tor ic Oaks of Al len Parkway 
Vi l lage, what they were unpack ing them 
in to was of more than passing interest. 
Part o l wha t they were mov ing in to w i s a 
still very active Construction site; o l [he 
500 units u l t imate ly planned for the new 
Allen Parkway Vi l lage, only about SO were 
ready for occupancy in November. I'hey 
were part of the 222 units that have been 
Innll in to ihe outer shells o l what remains 
f rom the modern , f lat - roofed structures 
designed in the 1940s w i t h the assistance 
of MacK ie \ Kamrath architects. Though 
the exter ior appearance of these rehabil i 

Houston's best known, 
and most troubled, 
housing project reopens 

tared units retain what archi-
tectural h istor ian Stephen 
Fox has described apprecia-
t ively as "precisely defined 
contours , canti levered con-
crete canopies, and ar t fu l 
br ick and ti le band ing , " the 
tnsides were a lmost com-
pletely new. 

Accord ing to I lorace 
, A l l i son , act ing deputy direc-

S tor o f the I lous ing Au tho r i t y 
^ of the Ci ty of I l ous ton , 

about al l that was retained 
of the or ig ina l inter iors were 
the mai l slots to each apart-

menr — an af fectat ion, since mai l w i l l nor 
be del ivered door to door, but rather t o 
boxes in a c o m m o n lobby — and the 
crank w i n d o w s , w h i c h were repaired by 
artisans impo r ted fo r the task rather than 
replaced. Otherw ise , every th ing had been 
gutted and redone. Centra l a i r -cond i t ion-
ing had been added, a m o n g other ameni -
ties, an i l the f loo r plans reworked to 
increase the si /e o f apar tments. Under the 
o ld f loor p lan , A l l i son , said, the average 
space per unit was less than .SOI) square 
feet. The new f loo r plans in the rehabi l i -
tated bui ld ings — the " h i s t o r i c " part o f 
the His tor ic Oaks at Al len Parkway 
Vil lage — average 600 square feet and 
above, w i t h some apartments reaching 
1,100 to 1,200 square feet. 

Three stories high and designed w i t h 
single-loaded corr idors on the upper 
f loors, the rebui l t units are paired, w i t h 
every other one having a c o m m o n lobby, 
mai l r o o m , and laundry room w i t h co in -
operated washers and dryers. Outs ide, the 
wh i te picket fences that once defined the 
streets have been removed and the streets 
themselves w idened, though in the historic 
section o f the project, at least, the major i ty 
of the trees have been retained, leading to 
wha t Al l ison w r y l y refers to as " $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 
oaks " because o f the cost of f i t t ing roads 
a round them. 

Outs ide the histor ic sect ion, wh ich sits 
near the center o f A l len Parkway Village's 
.17 acres, there are lew trees, however. 
R id ing a long the r ing road that connects 
the rehabi l i tated units to the 2S0 uni ts of 
completely new const ruc t ion can be jar-
r i ng ; though some of the new units have 
been given facades intended to act as a 
t rans i t ion f rom the 1940s archi tecture to 
that ot the 1990s, the impression is sti l l o f 
t w o eras clashing instead of comb in i ng . 
Whether landscaping ami ihe add i t ion of 
people w i l l change this or exacerbate it 
remains to be seen, but for the moment 

we* 

From Ihe outside, the rehobilitoled buildings ot J Village look as they long did. Bui inside, much is different. 
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Floor plans of "historic" one-bedroom units: Rebuilding the older interiors resulted in fewer apartments, but larger ones. 

A l len Parkway Vi l lage looks l ike exact ly 
what it is. someth ing caught in a struggle 
between the [List and the present 

The rehabi l i ta ted uni ts were to be 
reoccupied in three phases, the f irst the 
one that began in late 1999 and the 
remain ing t w o by spr ing o f 21)00. The 
first residents are projected to move in to 
the a l l -new uni ts somet ime in the spr ing 
as w e l l , w i t h the ent i rety o l the project 
being popula ted by December. G iven past 
de lays, th is schedule may we l l change. 
bu t even if it does, no one is express ing 
much doub t tha t th is year w i l l see A l l e n 
Parkway V i l lage b rough t to l i fe in a 
way it hasn ' t been fo r near ly a qua r te r 
o f a cen tury . 

Horace A l l i son , for one, is eager to 
have that happen. Showing some vis i tors 
a round the site late last year, he stopped 
by a rehabi l i ta ted un i t to show o f f w h a t 
he c la imed was one o f the best sights in 
the city. In a second-f loor un i t , he raised 

Below: A kitchen in one ol APV's newly opened units. 

the bl inds on a w i n d o w that looked out 
on a panoramic v iew ot the d o w n t o w n 
sky l ine. It was a v iew that seemed ful l of 
promise and possibi l i ty , t w o th ings that 
have long been lack ing at A l len Parkway 
Vi l lage, and t w o things the hous ing p ro -
ject's new residents can only hope w i l l 
re turn . — Mitchell J. Shields 

Cite Takes Planning Prize 
In December, the I lous ton section o f the 
Amer ican Planning Associat ion awarded 
Cite and wr i t e r John Ka l i sk i its I l ighest 
I l ono r in Journa l i sm prize tor the art ic le 
" T h e M a i n Idea: A Compe t i t i o n for 
Remak ing M a i n Street." Kal iski 's ar t ic le, 
w h i c h was the cover story in Cite 4S: 
Summer 1999, detai led the results f r o m a 
design compe t i t i on fo r M a i n Street that 
hai l been sponsored by M a k i n g M a i n 
Street H a p p e n , Inc. Acco rd ing to the 

a w a r d announcement , the journa l i sm 
pri/.e is f o r increasing " p u b l i c awareness 
ot p lann ing by fa i r ly and accurately 
repor t ing on an impo r tan t p lann ing 
issue." A second place M e r i t A w a r d went 
to the llnustuii Press and wr i te r Urian 
Wal ls t in for "Placed cm the Discard Pi le," 
an Oc tobe r 2 8 , 1999, story about p rob-
lems in publ ic hous ing. • 


