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RULES ON THF 

B A Y O U 

Paget from the booklet 

created to entourage consistent 

design standards lor development 

next to Buffalo Bo you show, at 

left, proposed guidelines for o 

natural edge design, and, at 

bottom left, guidelines for a 

bayou edge promenade design. 
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\ \ Ml N SOME MEM III Its o l the Buffa lo 

Bayou Partnership saw the o r ig ina l plans 

for the new I l obby t e n t e r l o r the 

Performing Arts, they were appalled. 

Their concern had little to do with the 

look o f the new a u d i t o r i u m but rather 

w i t h where it l ooked — away f r o m 

Buf fa lo Bayou, w i t h l i t t le not ice at a l l or 

the stream that f lowed behind it. 

Such arch i tectura l dismissals o f the 

bayou have been c o m m o n in Houston 's 

history, b i l l l i t is one par t icu lar ly s tung. 

W i t h the revived interest in d o w n t o w n 

and , in part icular , the success o i bayou 

Place, the bu f fa lo Bayou Partnership had 

assumed that the people p lann ing the 

H o b b y Center w o u l d pay a t ten t ion to 

their backyard waterway. I l obby Center 

o f f i c i a l s , when c o n t a c t e d , coun te red 

that they hai l assumed that it the issue 

were so impo r t an t , someone w o u l d have 

approached rhem about it . I t was a wake 

up call tor the Bayou Partnership, w h i c h 

realized that it cou ldn ' t s imply assume 

bui lders w o u l d treat the bayou in a 

f r iendly manner. They 'd have to be 

encouraged t o do so. 

The exchange w i t h the I lobby ( enter's 

developers opened up the possibility o l 

mov ing a park ing garage away f rom the 

bayou to allow room tor landscaping .uul 

a loo tpa th , as wel l as a connect ion to the 

I lobby (..enter itselt. But more than that , 

the exchange pushed the Buffa lo Bayou 

Partnership to create a set of development 

guidelines for Buffalo Bayou's d o w n t o w n 

sector f r om Shepherd Drive to McKee 

Street. The guidel ines, wh ich were 

released in January, came about f o l l ow ing 

a year ot meetings between local po l i t i -

c ians, real estate brokers , people w h o 

o w n land a long the bayou, members o f 

the d o w n t o w n development commun i t y , 

an i l I louston-area env i ronmen-

tal groups. Cover ing such top-

ics as bayou edge t reatment, 

setbacks, t ra i ls , p lant ing cri te-

r ia, and wa l kwa y and ra i l ing 

designs, the guidelines have 

three mam purposes: to create a con t i nu -

ous pedestr ian w a l k w a y a long Buf fa lo 

Bayou's d o w n t o w n wa te r f ron t ; t o t rans-

f o r m the bayou's water f ron t in to a h igh-

prof i le visitor dest inat ion and recreat ional 

ameni ty ; and to establish the d o w n t o w n 

wa te r f ron t as a development co r r i do r 

that promotes qua l i t y u rban design. 

T o push the idea o f a u n i f o r m water -

f r o n t , says Bayou Par tnersh ip Execut ive 

D i rec to r Anne O l s o n , developers w i l l be 

p r o v i d e d a 16-page book le t t h a t deta i ls 

m a n y o f the gu ide l ines; they w i l l a lso be 

o f fe red advice on h o w to imp lement 

t in i n . i on- fai i ' >i in ta\ " i i 'I i In guide 

l ines, notes Bayou Par tnersh ip Cha i r -

m a n M i k e Carver , is tha t some 80 per-

n in o l the l and l i n i n g the bayou 's 

hanks is pub l i c l y o w n e d , w h i c h a l l ows 

the c i ty t o set a s tandard that p r i va te 

ent i t ies might then fo l low 

St i l l , lo r a l l the w o r k put i n to creat-

ing the gu ide l ines, and al l the d i f fe rent 

g roups that have signed on in suppor t o l 

t h e m , the fact remains that they ' re vo l -

untary . A n d as has been seen in the past, 

somet imes good in tent ions can In- ovei 

whe lme d by had economics. To put leeth 

i n t o the gu ide l ines, the Par tnership is 

encourag ing the ci ty to enact an o r d i -

nance to back them up . That, t h o u g h , 

cou ld take t ime. A n d w i t h all the w o r k 

t a k i n g place d o w n t o w n , t ime is a t some-

t h i n g o f a p r e m i u m . For the m o m e n t , 

t h o u g h , bayou suppor ters are encour-

aged t o at least have gu ide l ines , h o p i n g 

that w i l l be enough u n t i l such time-

as the suggest ions can be t r a n s f o r m e d 

i n t o rules. — MJS 

Copies u/ the Buffalo Bayou development 

guidelines are available front the Buffalo 

Bayou Partnership, ji 5.752.0314. 
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