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_ here they occur at all, barns in the crib is raised approximately 18 inches
Design Installation - ) ’
lexas tend to be inconspicu- above ground to keep grain dry and per-
Space Planning Inventory Evaluation & ous and indifferently assem- mit cats to hunt rodents underneath.
Computer-Aided Design & Management bled. The barns along Farm-to-Market Exterior walls are covered in board-and-
& Road 346 in Cherokee County (near batten siding; the original wood roof
Irafti = ste i Doe sntati
Drafting Installation Documentation Iyler in East Texas) do little to suggest shakes have been replaced by galvanized
Furniture Specifications UALITY Installation Coordination otherwise. More shed than barn, they sheet-metal.
L ' Q . ) , are mostly examples of the “car-shde™ Ihe distinguishing feature of the
Finigh Selections Refurbishment & Repair :
approach to outbuilding — a gable roof second barn is its gable-on-hip roof, a
IXPERIENCE | Warehousing flanked by one or two shallow-pitch form occasionally found in central Texas
P X y X
roofs. A mile south of Teasclville, that can be traced back to the tithe barns
though, one finds an unexpectedly strik of Essex County, England. The second
RELIABILITY ing pair of barns built by James Anson barn is bilaterally symmetrical and fol-
Blow (1859-1914) at the end of the lows a two-crib, drive-through layout
last century. with no livestock stalls. Ten-foot-wide
In its prime, Blow’s spread was some- animal runs surround the cribs on three
thing of a show place among small farms sides, enclosing space that was only
THE POWELL GROUP. INC.. SPECIALIZING IN SALES AND of the red-loamed Neches River water- canopied along the perimeter of the
shed, where cotton and corn were the first barn. Although the framing is some-
SERVICE OF OUTSTANDING FURNITURE FOR THE WORKPLACE. _ S _ )
predominant cash crops. Blow took out what lighter, the dimensions in plan are
newspaper ads offering fancy registered expanded to 40 x 66 feet, with the roof
The Powell Group, Inc. * 5599 San Felipe ® Suite 555 * Houston, Tx 77056 Poland China hogs, Barred Plymouth
Telephone: 713. 629. 5599 * Fax: 713. 629. 4600 Rock chickens,
mules, peas, white

corn, and watermel-
ons raised on the
premises. Berween
1906 and 1913,

Blow’s corn was a

perennial sweep-

stakes winner at

state tairs, prompt

ing the U.S.

DESIGNWORKS Department

“N ) of Agriculture in 1908 to ask to inspect

N l‘um 2, end view.

the farm and buy seed corn as it *is cer-

tainly quite distinet from any of the other

native varieties.”

Blow’s two unusual barns were built
in 1897 and 1898 near the shoulder of a
low, flat-topped hill. Even though large
scaled, both barns are smallish, almost
domestic-sized structures of light-timber
construction erected with pine lumber
purchased from sawmills in and around
Iyler. They stand close to each other, with
long sides parallel. Small-gabled entry

bays, aligned together, mark transverse, =

central |‘r.hs»rhm_ughs l)ll-lhl' long north = Ilu;n 2 Iuollhg.n:nlmsl.

and south elevations. Neither barn was

built with doors at the pass-through rising to a height of 30 feet, Despite its

points, and the south faces of both were increased size, the second barn is less

also left essentially open. imposing than its predecessor, the top-
TR I'he first barn is a cantilevered, drive- heavy, sharply raking end elevation of

Commercial Architectural Millwork m “\k““““ through derivative of the enclosed, dou- which can be counted among the happier
—-i——-- ble-crib type, except that livestock stalls by-products of agriculture in Cherokee
Custom Home Furniture take the place of one of the cribs, stretch- County. m

ing the barn slightly on one end. In plan
it is approximately 38 x 53 feer with can-
tilevers 8-1/2 feet deep on the long sides;
the roof is abour 25 feer high at the nidge
soint. The sill-plates rest on native iron-
1701 Nance St » 713.222.1516 2435 Times Blvd » 713.520.6646 | f

stone footings spaced ar 6-foor intervals;
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Blow's Barns. cherokee County, Texas

Mary Edwards

Barn 1, pass-through.

Barn 1, west elevation.
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Born 1, plon.

A “ Barn 1, ironstone footing.



