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James Anson 
Where thej occur at all, bams in 

Texas tend to he inconspicu 
iuis and indi f ferent ly assem-

bled, [ he hams along I a rm to M a r k e t 
Road U d in Cherokee Coun ty (near 
Tyler in Last Texas} do l i t t le to suggest 
o therwise. M o r e shed than ba rn , they 
are most ly examples of the "eat s l ide" 
approach to o u t b u i l d i n g — a gable roof 
f lanked by one or t w o sha l low-p i tch 
roofs. A mi le south of Teasclvi l lc, 
t hough , one Muds an unexpectedly str ik-
ing pair of barns bu i l t by James Anson 
Blow (1859-1914) at the end of the 
last century. 

In its p r ime . Blow's spread was some-
th ing o l a show place a m o n g smal l (arms 
o f the red- loamed Neches River water-
shed, where co t ton and corn were the 
p redominant cash crops. Blow took out 
newspaper ads o f fe r ing fancy registered 
Poland I l ima hogs. Barred P lymouth 
Rock chickens, 
mules, peas, wh i te 
c o r n , and wate rme l -
ons raised on the 
premises. Between 
1906 and 1913, 
Blow's corn was a 
perennial sweep-
stakes w inner ai 
state la i rs, p romp t -
ing the I .V 
Depar tment 
o f Agr icu l tu re in I W 8 to ask to inspect 
the tar in and buy seed corn as it " is cer-
ta in ly quite dist inct f r om any o l the m i n i 
nat ive var iet ies." 

Blow's t w o unusual barns were built 
in 1897 and 1898 near the shoulder of a 
low, flat-topped hill. I ven though large-
scaled, both barns are smallish, almost 
domestic sized structures of light-timber 
const ruc t ion erected w i t h pine lumber 
purchased f r o m sawmi l ls in and a round 
lyhi. I liev stand dose to each other, with 
long sides paral le l . Small-gabled entry 
bays, al igned together, mark transverse. 
central pass-throughs on the long nor th 
and south elevat ions. Nei ther barn was 
bu i l t w i t h doors at the pass-through 
po in ts , and the south laces o l bo th were 
also left essentially open. 

The tirst barn is a cant i levered. dr ive-
th rough der ivat ive of the enclosed, dun 
ble-cr ih type, except that l ivestock stalls 
take the place o f one ot the cr ibs, stretch-
ing the barn s l ight ly on one end. In p lan 
i t is approx imate ly <N s S3 feet w i t h can-
ti levers K-1/2 feet deep on the long sides; 
the roof is about 2s feel h igh at the r idge 
po in t . The si l l -plates rest on nat ive i r o n -
stone foot ings spaced at 6- foot in tervals ; 

the c r ib is raised approx imate ly IK inches 
above g round to keep gra in d ry and per-
m i t cats to hunt rodents u i ider t ie . i th . 
Ex ter io r wal ls are covered in board and 
batten s id ing ; the or ig ina l w o o d roo f 
shakes have been replaced by galvanized 
sheet-metal. 

The d is t ingu ish ing feature o f the 
seci Mid barn is its gab le-on-h ip roo f , a 
f o r m occasional ly f ound in central Texas 
that can be traced back to the t i the barns 
o f Essex Coun ty , Eng land. The second 
barn is b i la tera l ly symmetr ica l and fo l -
lows a t w o c r ib , d r i ve - th rough layout 
w i t h no l ivestock stalls, I en foo t -w ide 
animal runs su r round the cribs on three 
sides, enclosing space that was on ly 
canopied a long the per imeter ot the 
f irst ba rn . A l t h o u g h the f r am ing is some-
what l ighter, the d imensions in plan are 
expanded to 40 \ 66 feel , w i t h the roo f 

B«n J, end view. 

torn 2, looking noilheoil. 

r is ing to a height o f W feet. Despite its 
increased size, the second barn is less 
impos ing than its predecessor, the top-
heavy, sharply r a k i n g end elevat ion o f 
w h i c h can be counted a m o n g the happier 
by-products ot agr icu l ture in ( l icrokcc 
County, • 
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B l o w ' s B a r n s , Cherokee County, Texas 
M a r y E d w a r d s 

Barm deiignrd and builr by James Anson Blow. Led to right: Barn 2 (1898) and Barn I (1897). Bam t, pais-through 
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Barn 2, plan. 
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Born 1, ironstone looting. 
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