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THE RICE DESIGN ALLIANCE HONORED 

RICE UNIVERSITY AND ITS BOARD OF GOVER-

NORS AT THE RDA S ANNUAL GALA ON 

SATURDAY, 9 NOVEMBER. THE PARTY WAS 

HELD IN RICE UNIVERSITY'S RICE MEMORIAL 

CENTER AND LEY STUDENT CENTER ADDITION 

DESIGNED BY CESAR PELLI, WHO WAS A 

SPECIAL GUEST AT THE EVENT. ACCEPTING 

THE AWARD ON BEHALF OF THE UNIVERSITY 

WAS PRESIDENT GEORGE RUPP. 

I THE EVENT RAISED $75*000 TO 

FUND RDA PROGRAMS. 

The RIM recognized Rice for one hun-
dred years of commitment ro design 
excellence, In 1891 Wil l iam Marsh Rice 
drew up documents establishing an 
endowment for the Wil l iam Marsh Rice 
Institute. In 1909 Rice president Kdgar 
Odcll Loveit commissioned Cram. 

Goodhue & Ferguson to prepare the general plan and 
design the initial buildings for the Rice Institute, 
[herein (sLiblishirig -i standard foi .ill subsequent 
planning and architectural design in Houston. Ralph 
Adams Cram's first buildings brought (he first 
international recognition o f Houston's architecture. 
They also inspired Houstonians to transform the 
neighborhood around the university into a civic and 
cultural arena lined with uniform plantings of live 
oaks shading Mediterranean-style public and 
private buildings. 

More recent buildings - Herring Halh Alice Pratt 
Brown Hall, George R. Brown Hall, and alterations 
and additions to Anderson Hall - have renewed 
President Lovctt s conviction that architecture is the 
outward sign of Rice University's commitment to 
greatness. In commissioning architects ol interna-
tional stature - Cesar Pelli, Ricardo Bofill, Cambridge 
Seven Associates, James Stirling and Michael Wilford 
- the Board of Governors has confirmed the wisdom 
of President Lovett in choosing only the best. 

The RDA would like to thank its gala volunteers, 
headed by chairman Bruce J. Simoneaux and his 
cochairmen, Peter G. Doyle (underwriting) and 
Kathy Heard (auction), and gala honorary chairmen 
Josephine t . Abercronibie, I oui.sa Snide Sarofim, 
and Kent D. Anderson. Rice University trustees who 
serve on the Buildings and Grounds Committee, 
for their support. 

RDA executive director 
Linda Sylvan with 
gala chairman Bruce 
J. S lmoneaux. 
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Big Che Beat 
ARTY-FACTS 
• " Texas homecoming: Port Arthur native 
Robert Rauschenberg descended upon 
Houston this September in full force, with 
three exhibitions covering his earliest and 
most recent work. At the Menil Collec-
tion, Walter Hopps assembled rarely seen 
work from the 1950s by Rauschenberg 
including photographs, monoprints on 
exposed blueprint paper, collages, and 
early combine paintings. Recent prints 
made by Rauschenberg taken from the 
early collage assemblages of that period are 
exhibited at the Hiram Butler Gallery. 
To complete the Rauschenberg ensemble, 
his current work, Night Shade Paintings -
tarnished images on aluminum - can be 
seen at the Texas Gallery. 

Tailgate. Rachel Hecker. 1 9 9 1 , UH Computing Center Building 

** The central campus of the University 
of Houston unveils two commissioned 
pieces this fall as part of an ongoing 
program for art in public places. At the 
Computing Center Building, Houston 
artist Rachel Hecker has installed a six-
panel relief painting on birch board titled 
Tailgate, and for the new Science Center 
Building, New Yorker Matt Mullican is 
preparing cut-granite slabs with sandblasted 
images to be positioned on the building's 
outdoor plaza. Hecker explores the 
colliding worlds of nature and technology; 
Mullican describes the cosmology of the 
city, humankind, and the universe through 
signagelike symbols. 

• " Remade Market Square Park down-
town, a collaborative project of five artists 

working together 
to evoke the past 
through chronology, 
documentation, 
and preservation, is 
riL-.i J mg completion. 
Californians Doug 
Mollis and Richard Turner designed the 
diagonal walkways crossing at a plaza and 
paved with scavenged materials, giving the 
appearance of an archaeological remnant. 
Houston photographer Paul Hester is 
documenting the history of downtown and 
Market Square with 80 vintage photo-
graphic images baked onto enamel tiles for 
the garden retaining walls along the diag-
onal pathways. Curved benches designed 
by Austin native Malou Flato are tiled 

with panoramic 
scenes recalling mar-
ket life, and at the 
park's center, Houston 
artist James Surls will 
install a freestanding 
28-foot-high sculp-
ture directing views 
from Market Square 
Park to Houston's 
modern skyline. 
Contributions for the 

$800,000 project have been privately 
raised, with major grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Houston 
Parks and Recreation Department, and the 
Houston Parks Board as well as substantial 
donations from leading area foundations 
(Brown, Wortham, Menil, Fondren, and 
Hamman), individuals and organizations. 

BOOK M A R K S 
* * New books on Houston or about 
I loustonians: Houston's Forgotten Heri-
tage (Rice University Press) by local 
historians Barrie Scardino, (Catherine 
Howe, Dorothy Knox Houghton, and 
Sadie Blackburn: from CASA (Center lor 
the Advancement of Studies in Architec-
ture), a joint project of the Colleges of 
Architecture at the University of Houston 

Walkways take shape 
at downtown's 
Market Square Park. 

and Texas A&M -
-- Constancy and 
a Change in 
J Architecture, 
2 edited by UH 

professor Bruce 
Webb and A&M 

professor Malcolm Quant rill, and from 
Barcelona (published by Editorial Gustavo 
Cili), a folio of drawings and buildings 
(Paul Hester, photographer) by Houston 
designer Carlos Jimenez. 

* * Cite magazine received a Citation 
of Honor from the Texas Society of 
Architects at its annual meeting in 
Corpus Christi. 

GOING TO E X T R E M E S 
• * SICSA (the University of Houston's 
Sasakawa International Center for Space 
Architecture) and UH's (allien College 
of Engineering in mid-November hosted 
the first International Design for Extreme 
Environments Assembly. Cochairs Larry 
Bell, SICSA director, and Olga Zakharova 
from the USSR's Center for Extreme 
Environments in Architecture convened 
the conference to initiate a new association 
called IDEEA (International Design for 
Extreme Environments). 

ReCite 
To the Editor: 

Regarding Mr. Peters's article on our 
( hildren's Museum (f ite. Spring 
1991): there is a difference between 
Pntcmkin and us: he fooled Catherine 
- or tried to; we don't try to fool the 
perceiver - nor do we use our aesthetic 
to cover up social injustice. 

I reply in the cause of critical justice. 

Robert Venruri 
Philadelphia, PA 
27 June 1991 

Winter-Spring Architectural Events 
SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE, 
RICE UNIVERSITY 
713 527-4870 
21, 22 January, 9, 
10 March 1992 
Craig Francis 
Cullinan Lectures. 
Rem Koolhaas, 
"The Contemporary 
City," at Innova, 20 
Green way Plaza, 
9th floor, 7:30 p.m. 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS, 
HOUSTON CHAPTER 
AND THE MUSEUM 
OF FINE ARTS, 
HOUSTON 

713 639-7375 

12 January -
12 April 1992 
"The Main Street 
Exhibition," draw-
ings, photographs, 
and architectural 
models resulting 
from intensive work 
by community 
architects, designers, 
students, profession-
als, and civic leaders 
to present practical 
and visionary solu-
tions to the pervasive 
problems or Hous-
ton's Main Street. Mision San Jose y San Miguel de 

Aguayo, San Antonio, 1768-70. 

RICE DESIGN 
ALLIANCE 
713 524-6297 

19 January- 23 
February 1992 
Cinemarchitecture 
IV: The Common 
Place. A film series 
cosponsored with the 
Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. Sunday 
evenings, 7 p.m., 
Brown Auditorium, 
Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston. 

Spring Lecture Series 
"Hispanic Tradi-
tions in American 
Architecture." 
4 March - Loan 
Taylor, "New 
Mexico." 
11 March John 
Ferguson, "New 

Orleans." 
18 March- Jim 
Steeley, "Texas." 
25 March - Karen 
Weitze, "California." 
1 April - Stephanos 
Polyzoides, "Neo-
Spanish and 
Mediterranean 
Traditions." 
15 April - Thomas 
S. Hines, "Contem-
porary Influences." 
All lectures held in 
Brown Auditorium, 
Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston, at 
8 p.m. 

25-26 April 1992 
RDA Architectural 
Tour: 1920s 
Spanish-style 
Houses in 
Houston. 

It'sa 
beautiful 

day in 
Le Voisinage 
(The neighborhood inside (he loop) 

Le Voisinage, French for "the 
neighborhood", is a collection 
of fifteen sculptural, colorful 
homes influenced by signifi-
cant historic residential dis-
tricts of the east coast and 
Europe. 

The creative, spacious 
floorplans and sensitive land-
scapes of Le Voisinage are 
available in a very palatable 
price range. Come visit Le 
Voisinage, another residen-
tial enclave from Guardian 
Development Corporation, 
and discover the most unique 
neighborhood inside the loop. 

Call Ron Foster for more infor-
mation at 713 •522*0339 

GUARDIAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

Weslheimer 
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• 
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O Le Voisinage from $269,000 
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