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Among llw 2000 Good Brkkf Awards winners were 
(doclwite from topi: Enron Field, seen tog with 
restored section of Union Station, and lap left Ihe 
t a u t area prior lo restoration; the 1905 Perm B. 
Thornton Horn In the Heights; the 1924 apart mrnl 
building al 1218 Wehsler Street; Ihe 1951 aloe 
Triangle Branch TMCA building; and Addle Diion, 
author of fair ol ihe Shu. 

B U I L D I N G 
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IN EARLY FEBRUARY, members .uul 
guests of the Greater I louston 
Preservation Alliance gathered in 
one ni the concourse* that circle 
the stands at Enron Field for the 
(.nod Bricks Awards, the annual 
event in which attention is paid to 
the people and projects that best 
represent the spirit of preservation 
in Houston, however faint or 
dickering it may seem at times. 
The setting was unusual. In the 
past, the awards have tended to 
be handed out in auditoriums and 
meeting halls. Hut on this occa-
sion an object of preservation — 
the old Union Station that had 
been transformed to become part 
of the Houston Astros' new home 
field — was chosen as the site 
where the idea ol preservation 
would be honored. 

Still, given that this was the first 
Ciood Bricks Awards ot a new 
century, perhaps something a little 
different was perhaps called for. 
Certain things, though, remained 

the same. From the beginning, it has been 
clear that the Ciood Bricks Awards are 
about more than simply honoring old 
buildings; they are also about honoring 
memory, and a connection to the past. 
And the ten awards that were presented 
for the year 2000 — given to projects 
ranging from apartments rescued from the 
wrecking hall to a hook that rescued the 
memory of a community from obscurity 
— made that dual purpose clear, 

The first award went to ilie Mid -Con-
tinent Companies, Limited, and Patrick 
van Pelt tor the restoration and adaptive 
reuse of 1218 Webster Street, a 1924 
apartment building hy architect Alfred 
l inn. When van Pelt first saw the building 
a few years ago, it was, he remembers, 
"sad Iiroking." Still, it had a certain 
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remember the best of the past 

grandeur about it, enough so that van Pelt 
decided it deserved saving. I hough mo 
est, the building is important in tli.n it I 
resents a way of life common in 
in the 1920s and llHOs. Othe 
like it arc scattered through Mid 
Montrose, but so far few oi them 1 
captured the public's imagination, 
restoration ol 12IS Webster, the Good 
Bricks jurors felt, might serve as an exam-
ple for others to lullow. 

Another example was found in the 
winner of the second Good Bricks award, 
I fair) C.endel Architects tor the adaptive 
reuse of the Philip M. I lellrich House in 
the Sixth Ward. Trie house was built in 
ISS5 as a lour-rooni Victorian, hut had 
been remodeled in 124 to a Craftsman-
style bungalow. Harry Gendel decided to 
restore the house to its 1924 state and 
move it to Decatur Street, where it became 
the new office lor his architectural firm. 

I lie evening's third award went to 
Norman Kirk Speck for the restoration ot 
the Pcnn B. Thornton Home at 327 West 
16th Street in the Heights. Speck, a third-
generation I louston dentist, bought the 
house in 1989 when if was in a sad state of 
repair. Over the next decade he carefully 
returned it to its original 1905 appearance, 
removing inappropriate improvements, no 
mailer how recenllv liny h.nl been made, 
and replacing them with period details thai 
he discovered in historic photos. 

Buildings were not the only things 
recognized by the Good Bricks jurors; 
organizations received their due as well. 
One award was presented to the Proctor 
Plaza Neighborhood Association for its 
work in establishing the Norhill Historu 
District, a picturesque community located 
just north and west of downtown, filled 
with bungalows and cottages, the Norhill 
ne ighborhood was developed in the 
mid-1920s by Varner Realty. In 1996, 
the residents of the area decided they 
wanted a historic designation, beginning 
a tour year struggle that , on June 14, 
2 0 0 0 , resulted in Norhill becoming 
1 louston s seventh, and biggest, historic 
district. By pushing for the creation ot 
this district, the Proctor Plaza Neigh-
borhood Association helped double the 
number of historic properties now desig-
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narcd under the C i t y o f H o u s t o n Preser-
va t ion Ord inance . 

A similar decisive dozedness cou ld be 
found in the Avenue Commun i t y Develop-
ment Co rpo ra t i on , wh ich was honored Inr 
its M o v e I lotne project , wh ich rescues, 
relocates, and revitalizes smal l , vintage 
homes that have been targeted for destruc-
t i o n , then makes them avai lable to low-
and n iodera ie-meome f i rs t - t ime home-
buyers. Begun in 1996, the M o v e H o m e 
project has rescued IK houses, b rough t a 
preservation ethic to areas in wh i ch 11 had 
not been present before, and helped create 
a market tor preserved houses. 

Unl ike the PriK'tor Plaza Ne ighborhood 
Associat ion or the Avenue C D C , Add ie 
D i x o n d idn ' t rescue houses. Instead, she 
resi iied memory, But she did that so suc-
cessfully in her book East of the River that 
it moved smile on the Ciood Bricks ju rors 
bo tears. East of the River is the story of 
freed slave f la r r i son Barret t and his de-
scendants, tn June IS~s, Barrett, together 
w i t h 12 other former slaves, settled east o f 
the San Jacinto River near C rosby, Ics.is, 
in ,i communi ty that came to lie k n o w n as 
Barretts' Settlement. The settlement had 
only a spr ing and (ticket's Cu l l y for water, 
and the families w h o had settled there 
doubted that they w o u l d survive. 

Vet survive they d i d , and seven genera-
tions eventually traced their roots to what 
emerged f rom I larr ison Barrett's vision of 
lile .is a free man . then it appeared thai .1 
road might pave ovet both the community 
and its memory. That threat , t h o u g h , 
spawned a preservat ion movement . As 
D i x o n , a g randdaughter of I l a r r i son 
Barret t , says in the preface to her book , 
" I lie history o f a fami ly or a commun i ty 
cannot survive for a century solely t in the 
basis of its oral t rad i t ions. . . . We needed 
historical preservat ion." And she set ou t to 
get i t , researching, documen t ing , and 

recording the family's story — f ind ing out 
w h o the people were, their dreams, and 
their fears. Thei r interactions w i t h family, 
neighbors, and townspeople evolved in to 
the "great stories" of Barretts' Settlement, 
20 of wh ich are retold in Dixon's book. 

As part o f her research, D i x o n asked 
her interview subjects to d raw the home-
stead as they remembered it, and the result-
ing a r two rk is now on display in a muse-
um that she established 011 the surviv ing 
Barrett homestead. Through her w o r k , 
D i x o n preserved that most intangible piece 
o f the past — the history o f a fami ly and a 
people. In the process, she made clear that 
preservation is not only about bui ld ings, 
hut also about people and their lives. 

The last C o o d Bricks Awards o f the 
evening were awarded to Bart T rux i l l o for 
Outs tand ing Service or Leadership in 
His tor ic Preservation and the Blue Tr iangle 
M u l t i - C u l t u r a l Associat ion for the renova-
t ion o f the 1951 Blue Tr iangle Branch 
Y \ \ ( A Bui ld ing in the l o u r t h W a r d , a 
bu i ld ing designed by H i r a m A . Salisbury 
and Birdsall Briscoe. The AlA's Hous ton 
IS V . i r A w a r d , designed to hono r endur-
ing archi tectural landmarks and presented 
tor the first t ime in concert w i t h the 
( i reater Houston I'M sen afjofl Al l iance, 
went to the Ci ty o f Hous to n for M i l l e r 
O u t d o o r Theater in i le rmann Park. 

W h i c h left on l y the Greater Hous ton 
Preservat ion Al l iance President's A w a r d , 
given to an ind iv idua l or o rgan iza t ion 
that has made an except iona l con t r i bu -
t i on to preservat ion in H o u s t o n . The 
recipient fo r 200 was, no t surpr is ing ly , 
D r a y t o n M c L a n e o f the 1 l ous ton Ast ros 
and the members of the I lar r is C o u n t y 
I louston Sports Au tho r i t y for the restora-
t ion and adapt ive reuse o f U n i o n Stat ion 
as part o f Enron He ld . It was an award 
for an awards venue, and in th is case, it 
seemed appropr iate. — Mitchell}. Shields 

Public Library's Archives Director Retires 

AFTER TWO DKADES in the p o s i t i o n , Lou is 
Ma rch ia fav a has re t i red as the manager 
of the Arch ives Depar tmen t o l the H o u -
ston M e t r o p o l i t a n Research Center, 
H o u s t o n Publ ic L i b ra r y . 

M a r c h i a f a v a ob ta ined his P h . D . 
i n . i n Rice Un ive rs i t y and w o r k e d w i t h 
the I I M K ( f r om the t ime ot us f ound ing 
in I 4 _ 4 , w h e n it was housed in the Fon-
dren L i b r a r y o f Rice Un ivers i ty . I le 
became the manager o f the depar tment 
111 I9K0 al ter H M K C had moved In Us 

present loca t ion in the H o u s t o n Publ ic 
I ihrary 's Ju l ia Ideson Bu i l d ing . One o f 
the p r inc ipa l componen ts o f the Archives 
Depar tment is the A rch i tec tu ra l A rch i ve , 
wh ich is one >>l the i « n largest deposi to 
ries ot a rch i tec tura l records in the state 
o f Texas, the o ther being the A lexander 
Arch i tec tu ra l A rch ive at the Un ivers i ty 
o f Texas at Aus t i n . 

As o f press t i m e , Ma rch ia fava ' s 
vacant pos i t i o n had no t been f i l l e d . — 
Steven R. Strum 


