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Burdette Keeland Jr., 1926-2000. 

When architect and educator Burdette 
keeland Jr. passed aw.ix May it<. znoo.at 
the age of -a, he left behind not only a 
legacy of distinguished buildings, but also a 
legai v of memory, lbs influence on associ-
ates, students, and the city of Houston was 
profound. To help assess that influence. 
C itc asked Joe Mashhurn, dean of the 
University of Houston's Gerald D. limes 
College Of Architecture, to recall his former 
teacher and colleague. 

In istfti), Houston fell young, and the cam-
pus of tin- University ot I louston was a 
rougher place than it is today. The odor of 
the stockyard across Ca lhoun Road was 
st rong; the few U H bui ldings sat in 
l i c rmuda grass. The (. College of Arch-
itecture was located in .1 one story " tempo-
ra r y " hmk l i i i g behind an asphalt pa rk ing 
lot. I reinemher Burdette Keeland Jr. 
emerging f rom his pray MCiA roadster and 
wa l k i ng across that asphalt w i t h his suit 
jacket over his shoulder and smok ing a 
th in cigar. As students, we thought that 
this was the way ti should be for an archi-
tect — a cool sports car, a sleek Ital ian 
jacket. We wanted to he like h i m . In the 
summer between my f i rs! and second years 
I bought a wel l used I'J.V? Aust in I leak 
100. Keeland made me, and others, feel 
l ike anyth ing was possible. 

When I first met Keeland he had |iist 
returned f rom Yale, where he had received 
his master's degree whi le teaching as an 
assistant profess I archileclure. I le 
inspired students in many different ways. 
Students knew about his w o r k first hand, 
and saw it published tn such magazines as 
Arts and Architecture and Architectural 
horuni. Keeland designed bui ldings that we 
admired, among them the U>.S4 Parade of 
1 tomes house in Bcllaire and the Kssex-
I lo in k bu i ld ing , an office bui ld ing com-
pleted tn 1961 that today exists only in 
photographs, M a n y of us at U H had no t 
posted stellar academic records in high 
school , and because Keeland had also gone 
to U H , we thought he might have had a 
simi lar record. 1 le d i d . I le had left Texas 

XtVlM's mechanical engineering program 
w i th seven " I s " — a fact he revealed in St I 
from SO, a publ icat ion o l the College t i l 
Architecture that honored 50 o f its gradu-
ates on the school's 50th anniversary. Once 
more, he had made anyth ing seem possible. 

Keeland and fellow architect I Inward 
Barnsronc comprised 
most of our review 
juries. They seemed 
merciless: anyth ing 
could be said, and any-
th ing cou ld be cri t ic ized. 
It was not u n c o m m o n 
for students to be to ld 
t o leave archi tecture 
and f ind someth ing 
else to study. It was 
leave or f ight , and the 
battles wou ld be lough t 
through the work on 
the walls. 

Dur ing the l % 0 s and 
early 1970s, Keeland 

occupied a one- room off ice, lus t in a 
bu i ld ing w i t h Barnstone and later in a 
Space shared w i th former 111 I (College of 
Architecturt dean Kill |enkins. Sometimes 
associating w i t h other architects and 
sometimes using just his o w n small staff, 
Keeland produced impressive w o r k , includ-
ing the K ip l ing Street Townhouses, an 
off ice bu i ld ing on Grcenhr iar near U.S. Sl>, 
the Virg in ia Street Townhouses, the I tome 
beach house, and the Wi l l iams beach 
house. Appreciat ion for Keeland's w o r k 
has g r o w n in recent years. The Wi l l iams 
beach house was featured in a talk given at 
Vale by Vincent Scully, and the 1954 
Parade of I tomes house and his Winchel l 
Photography Studio have been included on 
Rice Design All iance architecture tours. 

Born in M a r t , Texas, in 1926, Keeland 
arr ived in I louston at the age of six 
months. He loved the city. Beyond his o w n 
w o r k and teaching, he helped shape 
Hous ton through his service as the first 
president of the Park People and on the 
city's Planning Commiss ion . Keeland 
joined the Planning Commission in 1964, 
and in 1981 was appointed its chairman, 
Dur ing the l9H0s he was responsible for 
gu id ing several ordinances through the 
commiss ion, among them the I9K2 
Development Ord inance, wh ich brought a 
small element of p lanning to the un/.oned 
city. Keeland was also active in the 
I ontemporary Arts Museum and the 
Museum of Tine Ar ts , Hous ton , and 
designed an instal lat ion for the M l AI Ts 
then freestanding Cail l i i ian Ha l l in 1969. 

Years after I had left the University o f 
i louston and was teaching at Texas A & l M , 
Keeland invi ted me back as a ju ror o f his 
students' w o r k . Du r i n g the jury I Calked a 
long t ime about the reasons a student gave 
tor his proposal. I hen Keeland interrupted 
me: " A l l that doesn't matter. I le to ld you 
why he d id i t . " Keeland had cut through it 
al l — an essential, eternal need in acade-
mia. I and many others w i l l miss h im 
deeply, burdette Keeland Jr. cared, and he 
fought for what he cared about . To h im , 
anyth ing was possible. • 
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