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U! :3ii Every picture tells a story. But sometimes the story changes. 

A long way down: Paul Heslti's 1999 pholo of Pinmoil Plo» (1976, Philip Johnion) and Republic Bant 11983, Johnson). 

ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 , o / e pho-

tographer Paul Hester was 

in Monter rey , where he shot 

nany o f the photos you see 

n this issue. He was sup-

losed to fly home the next 

day, and his show, " P h i l i p 

ohnson & Texas: Photo 

graphs by Paul i lester" was 

scheduled to open Septcin 

her 14 in the Wi l l i ams 

Tower Gal lery. 

The terror ist attacks 

changed those plans. 

Hester's f l ight , l ike a l l f l ights 

in U.S. airspace, was can-

celed, and the U.S.-Mexico 

border was closed. Af ter an 

extra day in Monter rey , 

Hester caught a bus rn S.ni 

A n t o n i o , where his wi fe and 

business partner, Lisa 

Hardaway , p icked h i m up. 

They were in no hur ry 

to arr ive at the gallery. Wi l l i ams 

Tower, easily I louston's most iconic-

skyscraper, canceled all its publ ic 

events, inc lud ing Hester's open ing. 

Just as w e l l , I lester t hough t ; the 

show seemed ou t o f sync w i t h the t imes. 

M a n y of the photos were o f skyscrapers, 

i nc lud ing Wi l l i ams Tower i tsel l . In m id 

September, it was impossible to consider 

those photos , or W i l l i a ms ' l ower , w i t h o u t 

t h i n k i n g o f the Wor l d Trade Center. 

Johnson's skyscrapers once served as 

emblems o f Texan boldness. Suddenly, 

l ike al l skyscrapers, they looked vu lnera-

ble. I ike targets. 

In the months that have passed, da i ly 

l ife has regained its o ld shape. A l te r 

W i l l i ams l ower again opened to publ ic 

events, Hester's show had a c losing party. 

The show then moved to a new venue, 

the gallery at I he University ot 1 l iu ls ton 

Col lege o f Arch i tec ture. 

Bur i t remains impossible to v iew 

Hester's photos in a pre-terror ist si.n< ol 

m i n d . The skyscrapers haven't regained 

l l ie i i o ld swagger; you si i l l leel protect ive 

o f them. O d d l y , they also seem brave — 

and tho rough ly d i f ferent f r o m the W o r l d 

Trade Center. It 's gone, btu |ohtison's 

bui ld ings st i l l exist. Mere ly by surv iv ing , 

they serve as steel-and glass assertions 

that c i v i l i za t ion w i l l con t inue . 

— Lisa Gray 

Blight Fighters 

The Quality of Life Coalition aims to 

make Houston less ugly 

"Signage pake*: The new toolilion oppaus it. 

"HOUSTON IS UCIY," p ronounced The 

Economist this June. The ar t ic le , " T h e 

b lob "Th.it \ u Last Texas," was other-

wise surpr is ingly f la t te r ing ; it held that 

I I t iusto i i cou ld become one of the great 

cities o f rhe 21st century. But s t i l l , the 

th ree-word cr i t i c ism stings. The 

Economist has a point. 

A year-old umbrel la 

g roup , the Qua l i t y o f Li fe 

C o a l i t i o n , has assigned itself 

the b ig j ob o f f i gh t ing b l ight . 

The g roup plans to funnel the 

disparate and dispersed energy 

to r ci ty he.un i f ica t ion in to a 

single, potent force tor change. 

Lnv is ioned as an " o r g a n i -

zat ion o f o rgan iza t ions , " the 

coa l i t i on aims to "mob i l i ze 

bo th the pub l ic and govern-

ment ro fund and mater ia l ly 

change h o w I [ouston looks 

and l ives" and "capi ta l ize on o u r most 

insp i r ing natura l a th l inages; trees, 

bayous, and rhe 'can d o ' a t t i tude o l a 

unique popu lace. " 

The coalition focuses its efforts on 

lour principal areas; 

• frees and Landscaping. Ttie gtoup hopas lo 

improve the appearance of major Ihoioughfares. 

especially those thai serve as conduits for visitors. 

such as freeways to and from ihe airports, (No mai 

ter how beauliful some parts of Houston may be. a 

visitor's first impmssion is often formed on M5) 

Additionally, the coalition will attempt to impiove 

enforcement ol existing ordinances (such as tree 

pmtiM tiui .mil |il,mtni!)| and to nxpand ordinances 

to include public sector projects. (The City of 

Houston and Harris County are currently exempt 

from the tiee and landscaping ordinances that apply 

to private sector developments) 

'Parks .mil Bayous. The coalition contends dial 

Houston needs more parks, and calls for full imple-

mentation of the city's Parks & Recreation Master 

Plan, to the tune of S52Q million ($400 million from 

ciiy bonds and $120 million (mm private donations) 

The group wants to see thai Houston obtains its 

"fair share" of stale and federal grant money, and 

to encourage Ihe creation of a canoe Kail system 

• lulllnt.ir.li and Signage. Regarding what 

sum! i 11 Hnii'.uiiiN .miiagc puke' tin i oalrrjofi 

seeks beltei enforcement of current city ordinances, 

and it will address Ihe thorny legal and political 

ptoblems nf billboards on interstate highways 

• I.ntcr and Graffiti The group hopes lo expand 

the City of Houston's Clean Meighborhood Program, a 

beautification effort, to include all 88 "super-neigh-

borhoods " The group also hopes to addrt;: 

donedand neglected ims. and to compare Houston's 

ordinances with those of compeiing cities. 

Wh i le none o f these init iat ives is con-

troversial (outside of b i l lboard companies), 

the goals have not , as yet, been made CO 

happen. So w h y does the coal i t ion believe 

it cou ld succeed where others have failed? 

Supporters c la im rh.it for the first 

t ime, the g roup unites a cr i t ical mass of 

1 loustonians to locus on those four ini t ia-

tives. The coali t ion's 49 member groups 

include a wide variety of organizat ions, 

ranging f rom the Greater Houston Partner-

ship t o the I louston Canoe C lub , as wel l 

as long-rime laborers in this field such as 

I rees for I louston and I In T .u i People 

The Qua l i t y of l i f e Coal i t ion 's leadership 

includes business heavyweights such as 

Charles M c M a h e n and Richard Weekley. 

A n d the group, unl ike many organizations 

of organizat ions, appears to be focused, 

dr iven, and wel l - funded, 

So perhaps the cynics w i l l be w r o n g 

this t ime. We' l l know for sure if /'//(• 

Economist ever publishes an article t i t led 

"Beauty and the b l o b . " — Leo l.inbeck III 

! .<•<> / inbeck III is chairman oj Linbeck 

Construction and CEO ofNextStage 

I ntertainment. 


