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Road warrior: Polly Ledvina at 1-10. 

A ROAD LESS TRAVELED IN HOUSTON, a city with a longstanding love 
affair with not just cars but all the paths 
they travel on, fighting highway construc-
tion can be a quivHk t.isk. It's a task 
made even more quixotic when the per-
son doing the fighting isn't directly affect 
ed by the highway iti question, but lues 
hall .i city away. Normally, roadway bat 
lies arc intensely local affairs, with the 
people immediately in the path ol the 
bulldozers driving the work. But that's 

The broad-based Katy Corridor Coalition changes 
"not in my backyard" to "nor in my city" 

not the case with the Katy Corridor 
Coalition, a group founded in die spring 
of 2002 tO Oppose plans to widen I 10 
from Houston all the way out to Katy. 

The moving force behind the K.iu 
Corridor Coalition is a resident oi 
Southampton named Polly l.edvina, who 
as she describes u. "fell a light go off in 
my head" early this year as she began con-
sidering what was happening in terms of 
transportation in Houston. A freelance 
urban design consultant with a masters in 
architecture from the University of Hous-
ton and a doctorate in biochemistry from 
Rice, I edvina had been encouraged by 
some oi the changes she saw taking place 
m the city, from the light rail project along 
Main Streel to the reworking of the streets 
downtown to make them more enticing to 

pedestrians. Hut thai enthusiasm came to a 
screeching halt when she looked into the 
city's freeway expansion plans. 

"While I personally and many 
people I was working with were caughi up 
in how we could make Houston a more 
pedestrian-friendly place," she says, "the 
forces, realistically, were working in the 
opposite direction," It was pointless, she 
thought, for the design community to 
focus on "decorating anil making pretiv 
streets" as long as more anil more cars 
would be flowing into the city. I in 
Houston to be pedestrian friendly, 
the balance between ens and walkers 
would have to be shifted. And the only 
way to do that was to look ai the source: 
the freeways. 

And not just any freeway, but the 
katy Freeway in particular. It encompassed 
tnosi ot what Ledvina tilt was wrong 
about transportation planning in Houston. 
Ir was a project that had grown to become 
i \.ist swath of concrete cutting through 
the western edge ot the city. And it was 
also a project that had at one pomi 
embraced rail but then abandoned it in 
la\ or of more lanes for automobiles. 
Recent reports that the rait option had 

been reinstated, she says, were inaccurate, 
the result more ot wishful thinking than 
meaningful change.! Further; it was a proj-
ect that seemed to be developing in isola 
Hon, with little attention paid to what was 

happening in other parts ol I li niston. Rut 
perhaps most important, it was a project 
at a crux. It was barely a year away from 
breaking ground, but not so tar along that 
it couldn't still be i hanged. 

Too, ii was a protect high in visibility, 
meaning that anything accomplished with 
the Katy Freeway had the potential to 
provide a roadmap for other projects in 
the future. "Ultimately, we're hoping tor a 
more holistic approach to what the Texas 
Department of Transportation is doing, 
what Metro is doing, what the city is 
doing, rather than planning corridor by 
corridor." l.edvina says. "We need a big 
plan. We have four or five different stud-
ies going on right now on tour or five dif 
lerent freeway projects, and they're being 
done by different agencies, and there's nu 
good evidence they're talking to each 
other or that all this is intended to work 
is .i whoh 

Though 1 edvina admits to being the 
"instigator" behind the Kaiy Corridor 
Coalition, she points out that many others 
have shepherded the group, among them, 
the Sierra Club. Mothers for t lean Air, 
environmental attorney Jim Blackburn, 
the Cull ( o.isi Institute, and neighbor-
hood groups thai are iti the path ot the I-
III expansion, "When you talk about the 
'we' m the coalition, a lot ol them are 
people concerned about their own neigh-
borhoods, folks in the path of the free-
wav," l.edvina says. "Bui then there's also 
a "we' that represent environmentalists, 
and a "we" that's concerned about urban 
design, the land-use issues." 

h is that tins that l.edvina hopes is one 
ol the legacies ot the coalition. The group's 
primary purpose is to force a rethinking of 
the t-10 expansion project via a lawsuit that 
was filed in mid-September, hut once die I-
III conflict is over, I edvina hopes the coali-
tion will inn told us tents but move on t<> 
another battle. Already, she notes, activists 
working on other freeway projects have 
sought out the coalition for information 
and advice. 

Houston, Ledvina insists with a hope-
ful air, is ready lor change, ready lor a 
better way to deal with transportation 
problems than more lanes ot highway tm 
MI.i, cars. It |iisl may be, she says, thai 
the sits has finally reached a point where 
people are beginning to realize that con-
crete is not the only answer. 

— Mitchell I. Shields 
For more un die k.io ( orriilur Coalition, gu tn 
www.katycorridor.org. 


