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St. Joseph's Parkway near Crawford. Isabelle Scurry Chapman, arlisl 
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St. Joseph's Parkway near Austin. Andy Feehart, artist. 

DOWNTOWN, ART BEGINS TO POINT THE 

St. Joseph's Parkway near Fannin. Wanda Tinsely, artist 

Crawford near (not surprisingly) Enron Field. David Lorano, artist 

: : 

Milam near Franklin. Thomas Hughen, arlisl. 

The postcard from Houston (tap af page) 
was the first Way I in ding art to be put 
in place. By Kelly Joe Klaasmeyer, it can 
be seen on a sign on Texas near Milam. 
Above, a Waylinding sign seen from 
the Irani, where the directional panels 
are located. 
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Congress near Louisiana. Richard Glen Smith, artist. 
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Ciowford near Preston. Zita Giraldo Lang, artnl 

Jefferson near Main. Willie Moe (Moore), arlisl. 

Jefferson near Austin. Bonnie Lombourn, artist. 

Smith near Congress. Charles Mary Kubricht, artist. 

St. Joseph's Parkway neor Milam. James Nakagawn, artist. 

It began as someth ing prac t ica l , then became someth ing art is t ic . And 
then , as of ten happens, it turned in to someth ing cont rovers ia l . 

S t i l l , despi te some last m i n u t e p r o b l e m s , just as En ro n Field was 
ge t t i ng ready to o p e n , a baker 's d o / e n o f a r t -enhanced d i rec t i ona l 
signs w e n t up d o w n t o w n . Part o f the D o w n t o w n M a n a g e m e n t 
D is t r i c t ' s S I m i l l i o n W a y f i n d i n g Project , the siuns were erected a l o n g 
St. Joseph's Pa rkway , M i l a m , Congress, S m i t h , Je f fe rson, and Texas. 
Five feet ta l l and w i t h a 15- foo t cant i lever over the street, the signs 
have three d i r ec t i ona l panels on one side p o i n t i n g the way to such des-
t i na t i ons as M a r k e t Square , the Fast Knd , or the C o n v e n t i o n t enter. 
O n the o ther side are b i l l boa rd -s i zed pieces o f a r t . 

h is, says Debb ie M c N u l t y , w h o helped c o o r d i n a t e the pro jec t f o r 
the C u l t u r a l A r t s C o u n c i l o f H o u s t o n / I l a r r i s C o u n t y , a un ique w a y to 
m ix pub l i c a r t w i t h pub l i c i n f o r m a t i o n . T h o u g h o the r ci t ies have 
i nco rpo ra ted ar t i n t o the i r d i r ec t i ona l s i^ns, none have done i t on 
qu i te th is scale. T h e very size o f the ar t makes i t s tand o u t , bo th l i ter-
al ly and f igu ra t i ve ly . 

but it was the size that d is turbed some members or Scenic I ious ton 
w h e n , in early January, the very f i rst o f the signs, spor t ing a postcard 
inspired "Greet ings f r o m I I o u s t o n " design by art ist Kel ly Jo Klaasmeyer, 
was instal led near the intersect ion o f Texas and M i l a m . T h o u g h An i ta 
l i r o w n . Scenic Hous ton 's execut ive di rector, says that her g roup never 
objected to the idea of the signs, they felt that they were too b ig for their 
sur round ings. " W h a t we w a n t e d , " she says, " w a s to f ind someth ing that 
wo rks aesthetical ly w i t h the Texas Avenue pro jec t . " 

Part of the p r o b l e m , adm i t s G u y l l ags te t te , d i r ec to r o f cap i ta l p r o -
jects a n d p l a n n i n g fo r the D o w n t o w n M a n a g e m e n t D i s t r i c t , is tha t his 
g r o u p d i d n ' t d o a goo d enough job le t t i ng the people at Scenic 
I Ious ton k n o w wha t the signs w o u l d u l t ima te l y look l i ke . In the 
beg inn ing , the signs were in tended to be somewhat smal ler , and to be 
placed a long Preston ra ther t ha n Texas. That , at least, was die p lan in 
I' ' ' i !, when the W a y f i n d i n g Project got o f f the g r o u n d . O r i g i n a l l y , the 
W a y l i n d i u g Project was in tended on l y t o help d i rect people a r o u n d 
d o w n t o w n w i t h u n i f o r m signage. I'm ea r l j on il was decided CO a u g 
mem the signs w i t h a r t . Then, as the cons t r uc t i o n o f En ron Field cut 
o f f Preston at the e n d , i t was dec ided to move the sii;ris tha t were to 
go on Preston over to lesas . 

1 hat move caught Scenic I Iouston by surpr ise. In response to their 
compla in t [hat the ar t -enhanced signs d i d n ' t fir w i t h o ther redevelop-
ment being done on the Texas, the D o w n t o w n Managemen t D is t r i c t 
decided to ho ld o i l ins ta l l ing three o ther such signs that had been 
p lanned tor the street. The hope hai l been to have 16 signs up by the 
t ime the new baseball s tad ium began l u r i ng fans d o w n t o w n . Instead, 
on ly l.i were erected, and those, I lagstette says, were placed " o n the 
per iphery o f d o w n t o w n , where the env i r onmen t isn' t as sensi t ive." (The 
art for the signs tha t were put i n t o place can be seen on this and the 
preceding page.) 

So what ' s next? Plans for the W a y f i n d i n g Project had cal led for some 
If signs to be instal led d o w n t o w n by the end o f the year. Those signs 
w i l l st i l l be erected, Hagstet te says, b in they may be smal ler than earl ier 
env is ioned. The D o w n t o w n Managemen t D is t r i c t and Scenic Hous to n 
have agreed to test t w o o ther versions of the signs, bo th of t hem t w o 
panels b ig rather than three, w i t h one vers ion hang ing ho r i zon ta l l y over 
the street, and the other s tack ing its panels ver t ical ly . 

U l t i m a t e l y , however , a r t -backed d i r ec t i ona l signs w i l l be spread 
t h r o u g h much o f d o w n t o w n , says l l ags te t te . " I b i s app roach is pre t ty 
much new, and 1 l l u n k it's p re t ty c lever," he nines. " W e weren' t 
p repared fo r the c r i t i c i s m , but o v e r a l l , I t h i nk people w i l l apprec ia te 
it." — Mitchell J, Shields 

Smith near Prairie. Isabella Scurry Chapman, artist. 


