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Project by Argyle Elementary School. 

In Lite February, .1 v is i tor to the 
George R. Brown Convention (.enter 
could h.ivi ' wa lked in to a east, i n i l i i r 

nished hall and stumbled upon a model 
megalopol is show ing what 1 lous ton 
might look l ike il l H)l-\. Designed by 
local ch i ld ren, the assemblage — t i t led 
Box Ci ty Hous to n because the core bu i l d -
ing mater ia l o l this lamas), c o m m u n i t y 
was boxes — stretched across the ent i re 
Hoot, w i t h business d is t r ic ts , neighbor-
hoods, and Freeways laid out to scale and 
111 the same conf igura t ion o l the c i t ) itself 
as it sprawls across the coastal I l a i ns 
Coun t y p la in . 

Some i ,500 students, almost al l ot 
them f r o m the Hous ton Independent 
School D is t r ic t , part ic ipated in the pro-
ject. A l t h o u g h d o w n t o w n and var ious 
high-rise structures were represented, 
mosi students chose to design their o w n 
ne ighborhoods. There were min ia ture 
grocer) stores, str ip mal ls, v ideo stores, 
taquer ias, parks , apartment bu i ld ings , 
cottages, freeways — even a model o l a 
cont rovers ia l communica t ions tower 
recently erected in the I (eights. Students 
f r o m one midd le school explored the idea 
o l a meteor land ing on their school and a 
giant p i let ip on the freeway. Another , 
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Project by Lockhor 1 Elementary School. 

hav ing inv i ted arch i tectura l h is tor ian 
Stephen Fox to ta lk 10 their art c l ub , 
produced a model historic ne ighborhood 
centered a round a smal l park w i t h 
a gazebo. 

How did this creative explosion come 
about? Box Ci ty , an urban design and 
ci ty p lann ing exercise lo r young ch i l d ren , 
was conceived 25 years ago b) C i n n y and 
Dean Craves of Kansas ( i t y . Since then, 
it has been staged many t imes across the 
Country as an educat ional event. Th is 
w a r marked Houston 's f irst t ime par t i c i -
pa t ing , and accord ing to Ma r i e I loke , 
w h o chaired the event tor the Hous to n 
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Project by Crespo Elementary School. 

chapter o f the Amer ican Inst i tute ot 
Arch i tects , it was by tar the largest in 
Box C i! \ \ history. 

I |ci\\ do M H I get so many i n accom-
plish su much? f i r s t , you gather together 
a g roup ot partners to run the p rog ram 
that includes A I A / I l ous ton , I USD, the 
mayor 's of f ice, the city's Depar tment o f 
Planning and Development , the Cu l t u ra l 
Ar ts Counc i l of H o u s t o n / H a r r i s Coun ty , 
1 he M u s e u m ot l i n e A r t s , H o u s t o n , the 
student counc i l o f the Rice Univers i ty 
School o f Arch i tec tu re , and the A l A S , 
Universi ty of Hous to n Col lege of 
Arch i tec ture . Then you begin w i t h a 
teachers' w o r k s h o p . When that w o r k s h o p 
was scheduled last fa l l , 30 educators 
were expected; I HO showed up. I he 
ove rwhe lm ing response helped get the 
enthusiast ic coopera t ion of area school 
d istr icts. Each par t i c ipa t ing classroom 
(there were 65 f rom Vs di f ferent schools) 
received a ku ot boxes and a g r i d . Each 
class determined its o w n scale, what k ind 
o l bu i ld ings it wanted to represent, and 
how they wanted 10 interpret their neigh-
b o r h o o d . Before glue ever touched paper, 
however, the students, in an exercise in 
l o o k i n g and seeing, were led in a " w a l k 

Project by Condil Elementary School. 
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Project by Browning Elementary School. 

a round the b l o c k " at schoo l . 
Box t i t y I lous ton was an over 

w h e l m i n g exper ience, .\mi not just 
because o f its size. The best th ing about 
11, accord ing to the sponsors and vo lun -
teers, was the way it encouraged young 
people to perceive their sur round ings. It 
also offered a lesson in comt i um i t \ 
ac t i v ism: in one class the boys were 
focused on a locat ion for a can t ina , un t i l 
the gir ls persuaded them that such a busi-
ness had no place in a ne ighborhood w i t h 
young ch i ld ren . A lmost every par t ic ipant 
declared the process f u n , but more than a 
few were surpr ised 10 learn that architec-
ture dni.\ p lann ing can be hard w o r k . 

T h r o u g h o u t America 's past archi tec-
tu ra l toys have been out there — f r o m 
bu i l d ing blocks to I incoln I ogs to cereal 
boxes w i t h pr in ted bu i l d ing facades. But 
Box I ity goes way beyond toys and play. 
The young bui lders o l Box ( i t \ have 
comple ted the f irst chapter in the h o w - t o 
book o! p lann ing a commun i t y . • 

Project by Shorpslown Middle School. Project by Scarborough Elementary School. 


