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The myth that everyth ing in Texas is bigger than life begins with the land, 
some 2 6 0 , 0 0 0 square miles of it, forming an olympian stage where big 

dreams meet up with hard scrabble real i t ies . In popu la r images Texas is a 
s tate of con t ras t s : sprawling, scrubby plains spiked with oil derr icks and pop -
ulated by cat t le driven along by wizened cowpokes , or c lus te red modern 
office towers where urban cowboys work a deal . To urbanized Texans, the 
cont ras t might be be tween city places and no place. 

Th e reali ty is not so simple. In this issue of Cite we set ou t to 
explore the places in be tween — the vast rural landscape s tudded with small, 
sleepy towns, the edges , and the thin lines of t r anspor t a t ion that sew it all 
together . Th is is te r r i tory where time moves sluggishly as the past gent ly col-
lides with the future, and where hopes and aspi ra t ions and s t ruggles to make 
a place (at a bigger, more abs t rac t scale this becomes the stuff of al legories) 
are minia tur ized in li t t le dramas. Th e concep t of the au then t i c , the original , 
may be d isappear ing from the landscape, rudely shoved aside and bur ied 
under so much universal, co rpo ra t e newness . But it is not all gone . Maybe 
you just have to look a li t t le harder to see it. 

J .B. Jackson, the inve te ra te explorer of American places, desc r ibed 
the landscape as "a rich and beautiful book . . . always open before us." It is 
a book that is cont inual ly being wri t ten , revised, and ed i ted . As it evolves , 
the resul ts are often d i s to r t ed and in conflict, bu t the places that emerge 
from this s t ruggle to re invent the genius loci still remain the best evidence of 
how we learn to dwell . T h e myths a b o u t smaller and simpler places can be 
deceptive,- as Colin Rowe and John Hejduk, who in their Texas Ranger days 
came to admire the clarity and o rde r of the small cou r thous e towns in Texas, 
put it, "How much of the presen t suscept ib i l i ty to these towns is merely nos-
talgic, how much is pure hal lucinat ion, and how much co r re sponds to reality 
is difficult to judge ." 

Bruce C. Webb and Nonya Grenader, guest editors 


